3 


—— 
* * 


” 


——ů——— 


11 
* 


Education. 


rn 
; Py ; 


"oF 


ratione pugnas: Patere 191. 


meum cum tua ratione contendere. 


. 
n , * F % a 
2 © 3 4 > » * * 4 
2 KG. ic ar cor y : 
— 3 N 4 = 
1 . « Dis. * AE 
; ; > . .. wi Sos 2 * JE 
» " 4 5 * ” f . * 
7 * ** \ * . P "4 
: : L * : ; 7 
8 F 3% A * * -y J 7 4 * * · 
2 . dc * r 4 8 
KK. £ LI 8 Pt. 2 a.” Y > »- 8 A * 2 1 my a 
2 N WI * CR ea Boats. 1 —— — * > * * 
* 7 5 N « * LI 
\" .- N l » * ” i% 4 6 
* * # „*. 75 N N * ** ” - = els 
* % * 2 J 1 4 * 6 : „ 4 
” * * 5 
* - * ® * - 2 x 
— \ on * a 4 3 2 i 
* 2 * ws oy P 

© Js A Fr 5 . | 
: - : 
> I * 


three D 


Jaggers, 
MDeC XXVII. 


— ——— : — 
W NE DL TRIES SRS ALL AA 
\ 5 


* A ®. — 
3 5 >> * PPFIL> * 9 ©, £4 * 
; a * wr” . < — = ws — 
A 1 8 
2 7 . * 
5 0 ** 
. * 
4 A * : F o . 1 


* — 


HENRY BROMLEY 


TE 
HORSHEATH 
IN | 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


HE Author of this ge. 
neral Addreſs takes the 
Liberty of inſcribing It 
Fticularly to your Self; that 
e may give a Public Teſtimo- 


by of that eſpect which in 
* 


2 


* 


- 


private 


= nf an 


The Dedication. 


1 ; private Life he always had, and 
muſt have for Jou. As bd 


Years, he Efteems it one grea 
Part of his Happineſs, that h4 
0 Lives to ſee You now ſo 2 
greably making Good all thoſd 
Expectations which from 
manly Judgment, a vaſt Me) 
mory, and moſt ready Appre 
henſion You then gave, an 
which Youcould have anſwer'® 
ſince no other way than by ap 
pearing and being what You 


are. But his Deſign is, not tal 

enter upon a Topic here, whic!* 

may diſpleaſe You, and not ſa 

1 * World; when thei 
Whg 


7 The Dedication. 

nd who do not yet know Nou, 
would Charge him with Flat- 
irſf tery, and they that do, with 
ea much more Reaſon might Tax 
h4 him with Injuſtice. He only 
a therefore defires Your favour- 
oſe able Acceptance of this, and 
| | the Sincerity of his Wiſhes. 
Me May You ſoon Shine in our 
Senate as a true Patriot, and 
an Friend to Britiſh Liberty; may 
er all the Virtues which fill up 
ap the Circle of Liberal Huma- 
| nity, and areſo much the Plea- 


# ol 
t t 1 and Profit of all Converſe 


8285 


0 1 Tour own ana In- 
hes creaſe to the Perfection of Your 
Cm 
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naracter, and the Benefit off 
Imitation; and may 
e Poſſeſſion and 
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well as Great. 
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Faithful and moſt 
| Obliged Humble Servant, 


port 


1 
e 


Fi 
+ % TAS / 
: iz \\ N. 
A AL AN LEADS NX 
* — YM. ** 


ARGUMENT 


ONCERNING THE REASONABLENESS 
AND NECESSITY 


QF 


» 1 Chriſtian Revelation. 
LATE moſt excellent Perſon, 
_ equally reſpected for his Piery 


and Learning, and endowed with 
all the Qualities which fill up 
1 e Character of a good Chriſtian and 
Fine Gentleman, in his laſt Public 
A (a) Be- 
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(a) Bequeſt to the World, addreſſes himſelf | 1 
to You, whoſe Birth improved by a Polite 4 
Education inclines You to receive all Strangers 
with Courteſy and Affability: And as You 
chiefly have it in your Power to enlarge | 


and xn all the different Methods | 
of doing Good ; as He Invites You to 


your true Greatneſs by thoſe very Me- 1 


thods He recommends ; and inſinuares 


the whole with almoſt an inimitable Sim- 1 
plicity, and perſwaſive Sweetneſs; He pro- 
miſes to Himſelf 4 very favourable Re- 
ception, and that a patient Hearing, ac- | 
companied with attentive Conſideration, is | 


the leaſt Reſpect You will Pay to what He | 


propoſes fo Jou. 

Ir 5 upon this Ground 1G tha ! 
now venture to make this Addreſs ; and 
although I cannot in the leaſt pretend to 
come nigh the Weight and Merit of hal 
great Example, I would yer Flatter my 
Self, that the Importance of this Subject 
allo, ſo nearly allied to char, will find 


(a) Mr. Nelſon's Addreſs to ved of Quality, concerning the | 


Methods of doing Good. 
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4 'B s Way to your Acceptance, and make 
4 dome Amends for any Defects which 


ers Fay be found in the Manner of propo- 


f Ing it. 


* 
Tur Benefits of a liberal Education; 
; Foined to thoſe Capacities and O pportu- 
hities of Improvement You enjoy, give 
Fou a Superiority over the teſt of hu- 
man Nature in its moſt valuable Per- 
fections; nor are You more diſtinguiſned 
f 7 che Wiſdom of Providence in an 
Affluence of all worldly Abundance, (by 
Thich You are enabled to be Mercifull 
Dt the Wants of Others) than You are 
h the Extent of your Mind, (by which 
Tou can enlarge alſo your Real for 
heir Inſtruction :) And the ſame Wiſe 
nd Good Providence has ſo ordered and 
Averſifyd the Objects of both, that as 
four Charity can never fail of its Exet- 
eiſe for want of Object, neither can your 
Reaſon be ever at a Stand in its Enqui- 
A ries, 


at 1 
and 
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of Contemplation. _ 


IT is from theſe two Heights that 


4% 


L 


Pg 
a Fg 
＋ , 


2 


- 


or ſo much Harm: to Contrive and {«? 
on Work, to ſtop and alter the great 
Machines of Action and Polity ; to le- 
vel in a manner the unequal Diſtributions} 
of Providence, to determine the Fate 
and Happineſs of Nations, to deriwt 
Bleſſings to public Communities, aud 
open Comfort to afflicted and wretchc ! 
Families; that You can view the Won 
ders and conſider the harmony of vi 
{ible Nature, and launch into the Depth 
of Phyſical Enquiries. In a Word, i 
1s from hence, Fi You may become, 2 
it were, Gods upon Earth, by your Be 
neficence and Authority, by your E: | 
ample, and your Wiſdom. ; 


III. MAN 
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| 3 MANKIND in General are Fond and 

3 ſealous of Lib erty, and hence become 
that Þ over-indulgent to themſelves in the 
ige; Privilege of their Nature, as Free-Agents, 
oO s to account Lawfull, and even Neceſ- 
| fat Fry Reſtraints a ſort of Impoſition and 
real Slavery. Whatever 2 4 forc'd and 
5 le. Mrain'd, loſes much its Beauty and 
ion Influence; it reaches to the very Work 
Fate Ings and Productions of the Mind, as 
erivt yell as outward Action; to be Natural, 
a1 s to be Eaſy and Free, and that is to 
che Þ Dave all re Agreeable to our ſelves. 
Von Bur the Yoke is then moſt Unnatural, we 
= V|Þnagin, when it lies Heavy upon us in 
epth gur Civil Rights, and binds us down in 
5 11 Community to Laws of Obedience 
e, 2 hd Subjection: Hence it is, that ſome 
L Be g great Friends to human Nature, have 
Ez gone very far in reſolving all Rights of 
c civil Subordination into Power; and 
Have contriv'd Man to be, in his State 
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of Nature, a Creature ſo very Unruly, 
ſo Poſitive and Impotent, each Indivi- 
dual ſo much Sui juris, as to be no ways 
Sociable, till compell'd to it by Rods and 
Axes; others, not ſo much delighted in 
Confuſion, and more Agreeable to Mans 
natural Intereſt and Capacities, have Re- 
courſe to mutual Stipulations in a Con- 
tract of Protection and Obedience, with 
a direct View to thoſe Ends, which all 
Government ſhould, or is ſuppoſed to 
aim at. Whilſt theſe again trace it up 
cloſe to its divine Original, fixing the 
Reins of it ſo faſt to the Throne and 
Majeſty of God, that to him alone King 
and Potentates are accountable for Pub- 
lic Violence and Extravagances. To Tou | 
therefore it is, that an injur d People are 
beholden, when, perceiving that cloſe 
Ruin and Deſtruction which ariſe equal- 
ly from two of theſe ſuch different Origi- 
nals, you become the Mediators between 
the Sceptre, and the Multitude, and ſtand 
as middle Rocks to break the unruly. 
Shocks of either againſt the other; Tis 


thus 
* 75 


471 


I. Ius chat Thu are diſtinguiſh'd as the great 
ivi- FPacrons and Aſſertors of true civil Free- 
ays dom, while with ſo much Reaſon and 
Generoſity You oppoſe thoſe fantaſtic 
schemes, which are purpoſely contrived 
to flatter the Will and Luſts of a Weak 
#3 impotent Ruler, or Inflame the Paſſions 
of a Blind giddy Populace. 


up 4 IT is almoſt the fame with Man in 
the his Religious Capacity; (almoſt, becauſe 
though many are fo Deſperate as to live 
4 without God in the World, yet few or 
none, Lawleſs and => counts as they 
would be thought, can poſſibly chooſe 
Fro live without any Government at all) 
each Man finds within himſelf a Power 
gof judging and determining, and is there- 
ore unwilling any Thing called Religion 
ſhould preſcribe to his "Thoughts , that 
Cood and Exil, Truth and Falſehood ſhould 
n be Immurably fixt and ſettled to his 
TE Hands. ce it is, that he will inſiſt 


thus 7 5 A 4 upon 


121 


upon moral Schemes, and natural Prin- 
ciples, and cannot allow any Thing to 
be a part of Duty in Religion, which 
goes beyond the Depth of his own Search. 
He will have it (if there muſt be any) 
Dependent upon the Reaſonings of Man- 
kind, alterable with the Poliry of a Na- 
tion, neither curb'd nor enlarged in any 
of its Branches by Incomprehenſible „ and 
therefore unreaſonable Revelation. He 
will have it purely Human, adjuſted to 
his own Reliſh, ſuch as ſhall neither ſhock 1 
the Powers of his Underſtanding to be- F 
| lieve, nor the Inclinations of his Will to 
practice. While the beſt and moſt Judi- 1 
cious part of Mankind, as becomes the 
Station of dependent accountable Crea- 


tures, eſteem it their Happineſs as well 
as Duty to ſubmit their own Reaſon to | 
Eternal Truth, and their Wills to un- 
changeable Goodneſs : who can find an 
amazing Subject for their Contemplation 
and Love, and Gratitude, but no Cauſe 

for haughty Complaints, and inquiſitive 
Murmurings, when it ſhall pleaſe the | 
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3 fas 
n· great Creator and Law-giver of the World 
to ſo rectify the Miſtakes, and clear up the 
ch Parkneſs of Stubborn and weak Reaſon; 
ch. pad even Superadd to ur natural Obli- 
y) Fations; to give us a clearer View of 
m- gur Duty, to open rhe Intricacies and 
la- Falignity of Sin through all irs Dange- 
ny Pus and deadly Conſequences; and to 
nd Reveal even Himſelf in his adorable At- 
He ęribute of Mercy for our Salvation: and 
to F in the midſt of all this Goodneſs and 
xck Tondeſcenſion, He is pleaſed to check the 
be- Freſumprions of the Wiſe and Prudent, 
to hy involving the Scenes of our Redemp- 
di- jon in myſterious Depths, we ſubmit 
the With Humility to that Eternal Truth and 
ea. Word, which are a Pledge for the cer- 
vell Winty of that which in this mixt and 
to Material State can never be comprehend- 
un- @ by us. 

an = 

ion @ 
uſe 
tive # IN the midft of this Ferment, which 
the huſy and inquiſitive Minds raiſe among 


V. 


200% 


Jus, by a Variety of new Theorics, : and 
ſtrain d Inventions, Jon, who are ſo wel 


able and inclined to be the Protectors gl! 
rational Liberty, are juſtly upon thi 


Guard, to watch all Attempts which ma 


be made to impole a Religious Tyrann 
over the Reaſon and Conſcience of Many 
kind. Such Advances, when carried on 


by the joint Arts of Avarice and Ambi- 


tion, when thoſe Arts are inflam'd by: 
falſe Fire from the Altar, make an im 
mediate and inhuman Ravage, tur 
Senſe into Inſtinct, and Reaſon into Me; 
chaniſm. Whether the Pretence be 0 
abſolute Power and Authority, or of in- 
fallible Judgment, if it forbids all Ex 
mination and Reaſonings in things 00 
the greateſt Importance; if it peremptori 
ly xelolves all into a blind implicit Obe 
= forbids all Negatives, and eve! 


but to queſtion is to rebell; it paſſc 


2 fort of Nullity upon the very Creatio 
of a human Soul, which by being mad 
capable by God of dale for it felt. 
and from thence having g Right ſo 0 


judg | 
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3 Fr] 
ane udge, is from thence alſo made ſubs 
wel ect to his Rewards or Puniſhment. In 
rs ohcſe Inſtances ro ſhew a commendable 
thFcal, is to vindicate both the Man and 
mathe Chriſtian, to be a Patriot, a Proteſt- 
ann ant, and a general Friend ro Mankind 
Man together. 
d 0 | = 
mbill - _ VI. 
by iy. 1 
im Bur however deſigning Men may 
tun n the one hand aſſume an unwarrant- 
Me Able Empire over the Minds of their 
xe oFÞcople, by taking from them the very 
of in-. Liberty of Thought and Reaſoning, and 
Exa fetermining their Conſciences by their 
gs o @wn Rules and Dictates; as on the other 
ptori Hand, a Spirit of Contradiction and Sin- 
Obe zularity may engage many a warm Head 
evel P argue againſt 3 Principles of hu- 
paſſe an Nature, which he would be Thought 


eatio I the ſame Time ſo much a Friend to; 
mad yt it is Impoſſible for Thought it ſelf to 
ſell Honſider that Law of Nature under any 

cher View, than even a Neceſſity of 


ſo ug 
being 
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L 12 } 
being under ſome Reſtraint : Man is 2 
| Free-Agent, and therefore capable a 
leaſt of a proper Submiſſion ; he derives] 
his Being from the great Creator, and 
therefore, ſince he is able, ought ſurely 
ro acknowledge it: he is made an Ac- ; 
countable, a Sociable, a Religious, af 
well as a reaſonable Creature, and it is 
poſſibly as Difficult to form a compleat 
Idea of Man without all the reſt, as only 
without the laſt; Cuſtom and a Dege- 
nerate way of many Individuals living inf 
a mere Abſurdity and Contradiction to 
all theſe, can never be an Argument a- 
gainſt theſe general Marks and Diſtin&- 1 
tons, which {ſeperate him from other 
Ranks of Beings, and ſet him ſo much 
above them. All Laws, of whatever} 
Sort, Civil or Religious, Divine or Hu- 
man, Poſitive or Natural, whether for 
Direction of Practice or Thought, (and 
Laws ſurely there be which ſet Bounds 
even to Thought) whatever they be, 
they preſcribe to Man, ſubject him 
by their Injunctions, and make en 1 
lable 


1 4 F able to - their Sanctions, They require 
at in Impoſition of ſome Neceſſary external 
ves Rites, which in their Sound and natural 
and Intention are really coercive. As there- 


rely hore the Chriſtian Religion is a Body of 


* 
1 2 


Ac. Jaws and Declarations made by infinite 


— 


Viſdom and Goodneſs for Man's Di- 


a 
t ijection, it cannot in this ſole Reſpect be 
leat ccounted as breaking in upon his Free- 
ny dom, and Privilege, ſince it does no 
-oe- more, than what all Inſtitutions are ne- 
> in Feſſarily ſuppoſed to do. 
to 1 
2 vn. 
ther HEN CE it may be, that our Bleſſed 
uch Paviour calls his Religion a Toke (Matt. 
ever KI. 30.) in Compliance to a receiv'd 
Hu- Mode of Speech, or the avowed Uneaſi- 
Þc(s of Mankind: the general Behaviour 
(and ef che Jeus, though ſo long under a 


1nds rt of Theocracy in both States, was a 


i 


be, ad, but Faithfull, rr of the 


Nun I eſt of the World. That Law of Moſes, 
him which Chriſt in one Senſe came to abo- 


; 
| 
| 
1 
| 


ET 4 5 N 
lith, was in the Opinion of that Nation, f 
a Yoke, which neither they, nor their, 
(a) Fathers were able to Bear. To im- 
Poſe the Moſaic Rites upon the Diſciples 
to Chriſt, is, (b) the putting a Toke - upony 
their Necks,” a being entangled again Wit) 
the Toke of Bondage; It is repreſen 
ted as (c) the Spirit of Bondage. The} 
teſt of the World is (4) a Creature under} 
the Bondage of Corruption 5 (e) the 050% 
Creation groaneth and travelleth in Pain; 
which with many more Expreſſions offf 
the like Nature ſufficiently declare not 
only the Danger and Imperfections, butÞ 
the * of both the Moſaic and 
Natural State. So that our Bleſſed Saviowg 
having (Matt. x1. 27.) declared the Au-$ 
thority y of his Commiſſion from God the 3 
- vil invites his Hearers to become 
his Diſciples, by giving them a ſhort and 
and clear Account of thoſe Advantage 
which his Inſtitutions would have above 
any other yet publiſhed or experienced 


(a) 4s xv. ww. (4) Ibid. Gal. v. f. (c) Rom. vits. 15: 0 
(d) Ibid. v. 21. (e) v. 22. 92 


= - EE : 

on; the World. Not that this Deſign 
1lt s to let them looſe from all Obliga- 
im- pns, but to give a beneficial Exchange 
ple th Reſpect to the Yoke they bore, and 
pon ie Maſter they ſerved. All things are 
with g vered up to me of my Father: and no 
ſen an knowerh the Son, but the Father : 
The: her knoweth any Man the Father, ſave. 
nder i Son, and he to whomſoever the Son 
hole // reveal him. Come unto me all ye 
ain 51 at labour, and are heavy laden, and 
; Olfwill give you Reſt. Take my Toke upon 
noi, and learn of me, for I am Meck and 
butEbwly in Heart: and ye ſhall find Reſt un 
and our Souls: For my Toke is Eaſy, and 
7% burden is Light. Verſes, 27, 28, 
Au-, 30. e 
the 
omcY 
and 


tage r can never be expected, that all 
bove who live under the Helps and Encourage- 
need ments, tho' of the beſt Profeſſion in the 


World, ſhould be Eaſy and Content: 


III. 150 


Aſſion and Deſign ſoon turn a Calm 
Mind 
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raiſes a Clamour and Contradiction again 


valuable Securities, an Indulgent andi 


che Swellings of a Bigotred Rebelliouf 


This, we know, is the hard Fate of Chriſt 


Mind into a Tempeſt, which meeting 
with Ignorance and Credulity abroad 
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all without Diſtinction. Not the mol 


favourable Adminiſtration, under the ver 
Labours and Watchings of Peace, car 
have Power ſufficient to charm downlf 


Spirit: tis well if their very Goodneſs i 
not made an Argument againſt them 


Religion: all the Cavils and Exception 
raiſed againſt ir are generally founded 
upon no better a Bottom, than its lay 
ing a ſtricter Obligation upon thoſe whcY 
profeſs it, than in the Reaſon of theizy 
uſual Practice can be well accounted 
for: but becauſe ſo much Ingenuiny 
would appear too Direct and Extravas 
gant, (as bearing Hard upon the Com! 
mon and uſefull Principles of Morality ; 
which few are willing, the World ſhoul:] 
be abſolutely without) the uſual Attack 
are made with an awkward Pretence u 
bl Reaſo 


: | 37 ] 

. { and natural Argument againſt thoſe 
Arts of it, eſpecially which concern the 
eory and pure Faith, leaving the Pract- 


of £0 ſhift for its ſelf; well knowing how 


an ia ſe and Precarious that Obligation 
„ Wpuld be, could they but once ſhake off, 
ad diſengage that Principle and Evi- 
„Ince of Faith, which keeps the Chriſt- 
Fabric together, and gives it all its 
g \Mrcngth and Beauty. And thus a fer of 
en, Enemies to all Revelation, ſtand 


wii ided haſty Zeal and Metaphyſical Ab- 
+ ..Wactions of others, much better and 
Wilcr than themſelves, to ridicule the 
Hole Bulk of Chriſtian Myſteries; and 
een their Weak and wicked Scandal 
der the Colours of Free-Thought, and 
Meir Contempt of God and his Chriſt, 
Mich their Refpe& to Nature and Mo- 


4 4 | 1 
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Ir would be no Difficult undertakinę 
to explain the Benefits and Excellenq 
of the Chriſtian Religion above all othe 
Inſtitutions, by a comparative Delineatia 
of Particulars. But : a is not the Def 
ſign of this Addreſs. He that complain 
of the Terms of his Profeſſion, and thi 
Conditions of his Obligation as a Chriſtian 
would, I believe, be foch to exchange hi 
Law-giver even for Moſes ; nay I ſhoul 
hope alſo that he might find ſo great F 
Difference between the fantaſtic Gloſle' 
and hypocritical Evaſions of the Scril 
and Phariſee, compared with whateve 
He may be pleaſed to call Prieſt=craf 
and Religious Tyranny now, as wou 
ſoon determin him to acknowledge bY 
Chriſtian Liberty againſt ſo ſevere a Borg 
dage; and it would be an unpardonabg 
Reflection upon that Religion we ig 
common profeſs, as well as upon di; 


Senſe and Underſtanding of thoſe wit 


N tio} 
& chiefly concern d in this Addreſs, even 
& imagin that a Compariſon can be of- 
ad at with any other fixt Scheme, whe- 
ing er Mahometan, or Old, or Modern 
nc) gan: there remains then only Natural 
che ligion, which is (a) what Men might 
La ow, and ſhould be obliged unto, by the 
Deſre Principles of Reaſon, improved by 
allÞnſideration and Experience, without the 
thi» of Revelation. And as this is uſual- 
allowed ro comprehend under it a 
lief and Acknowledgement of the Di- 
Wc Nature and Exiſtence, together with 
dat Ge Apprehenſions of his Excellency and 
ole Kricctions, joined to ſuitable Affections 
cril and Demeanout towards Him, here it is 
tet they fix their Foot, and make a re- 
cr 1 lute Stand againſt all further Advances 
7oulf@þm the Pretence of Revelation, with 
e IſWſpcct either to clearer Diſcoveries, or 
Bo!Earer Obligations, laying the Strength 
nab af their Oppoſition againſt the Specula- 
ve he and Myſterious Points of Chriſt's 
n Religion, as being a Hardſhip upon, and 
Wy 
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Bishop Witkin%s Principle: of Natural Religion. 3 
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a of * man Reaſon. 


Extravagance which endeavours to df 
ſtract them all. And I am the mo 


Account) capable of ſearching wheth A 


Contradiction to ; the very Pow ers an 
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HERE therefore 1 appeal to Tou b 
great Maſters and Judges of Reaſon; and 
deſire only, that with thoſe diſpaſſionat 
Views, that honourable Zeal You hav 
often ſhown for the Civil Liberties of 
Free People, with the fame, You would 
here fit as Arbiters of their Natural an 
Religious Rights; and thus vindicate ch 
Honour of- God, the Truth of Revell 
tion, the Purity and Juſtice of Reaſon 
and Your own Choice from that wid 


aſſured in this Addreſs to You, as bein 
not only Noble in Birth and Stariof 


bur (like thoſe (a) more Noble Berea : 
whoſe Character ſtands ſo Fair upon th 


(a) Euer, Acts XvIE, 1 1. 


L211 

0 Pele Things be ſo, and (b) (which is 
ue Nobility) well knowing from e, 
N ou derive your Being and _—_— 
0 whither all muſt del tend, 


83 
IN] 


f [Tx t Popular Objection 1 is this. That 
cannot be agrecable to Juſtice or Mercy 
an infinite Almighty Being to declare 


dul. Nich or Belief to be one indiſpenſible 
an Fondition of future Happineſs, and yet 


at this Faith ſhall be required to ſome 
&11'd neceſſary Points far from being Ob- 
e gous to human Reaſon, if not plainly 
| Wainſt it, Not to Fuſtice; Becauſe e- 
Fry Operation of the Mind which is 
XC = Puniſhable or Rewardable, ought 
be Human, and to be Human is to 
> Free, unforc'd and Voluntary; ; and 
chis Caſe a Man may be Puniſhed for 
| 1 at he cannot Help, "For following the 
14 Directions of thoſe Powers God has fur- 


2 Mizy abu $0 ive.cey - 70 Eidrvo Tele Te HY dfv. 2 . | 
d OD Greg. Naz. Orat. x1x, citante Suicero in voce £8/t- 


B 3 niſhed 


1 22 '1 1 

niſked him with, and not being able te to 1 
beyond or, which is the ſame, again 
them. Not to Mercy or Goodneſs, hic 
nn thus be and Prepoſterous in re 
arding a Faith which is either bel 
| n Implicit without Evidence 4 
Reaſon, or is elſe forc'd upon the Min 
by a ſuperior Power, without conſent of 
2 Will That the Grace of God which mo 
appeared unto all Men is by no means | 
ſtabliſhed upon the Ruins 2 our Natur 
which ſtill ſubſiſts Subject indeed to inf 
finite Illuſions, and 2 ſport of Prejvl 4 
dice and Paſſion. As therefore the Pond b 
ers of Action are not violently overrule 
by that Grace which gently guides an 
directs them to their proper Object 
and in due Meaſures; neither mould t 
ſame Grace put a Force upon the Powe 
of Reaſon by overſtraining it againſt ti, 


Weight of its own Evidence and Con 9 
ee 1 


XII. 


2 Tris Objection is fo far Plauſible, 
it appears to be built upon a tender- 
gels Fa, the Honour of God, and Man's 
Hlappineſs; but at the bottom {ſtrikes 
ard at both : for ſurely it would be 
Such more Diſagreeable to the received 
Motions of Juſtice and Mercy, for any 
an to pretend to the favour and Sal- 
in ation of God, who ſhall deny or but 
Woubr of his Exiſtence, deſpiſe the com- 
o non Tenders of his Providence, or give 
Zo Credit to his Revelations. It is the 
Foowed Privilege of Law-givers and Pub- 
c Benefactors to preſcribe the Condi- 
ons of their Favour and Protection: 
Wiſe and peaceable Man will pay fo 
uch Deference to the Prudence of his 
on Mulers, as to fir down Quiet and Con- 

ent, though poſſibly his private Views 

may not reach the depth of thoſe Grounds 

upon which their Laws are founded. It 
Xlis the leaſt we owe, the very loweſt Re- 

. 


[24] 3 
turns we can make for that Protection and 
and Liberty, which their Care and Abi. 
lities give us. To deny that to God 
the great Law - giver of the World 
who Meaſures to each Man his Time, F 
and his Eternity, which is allowed in 
the neceſſary Relations of Prince and 
Subject, Patron and Client, is to ſet up? 
for Sons of Belial, and to fay, that we 
will geither be Happy our own way ot 
not at all. It is to argue with the Al 
mighty Creator, becauſe he has not made 


7 
-— 

I 

29 


Freedom of their Thoughts againſt th. 
Attributes of God 5 and from thence tak 1 
occaſions of Inſult, and Cavil againſt the 
| Rules of his Government, may upon th. 
fame Principle advance one bold Stef 
further, and ſay (with the Fooliſh Man 
there is no God. And then indeed the? 
would ſpeak fo Plain, fo much, I ama 
fraid, from the Heart, and 1 J 
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A 
ich their other Inſtances of Free-thinks 
g, that there would be little occaſion 
for artificial Names and Diſguiſe; they 
would appear in plain Diſtinction, and 
under their proper Tribe —— who have 
ſo little to do with Reaſon themſelves, 
ar nothing but mere Compaſſion and 


| up Humanity could perſwade any One to 
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make Uſe of it for their Convigtion, 
XIII 


BuT becaule theſe are hard Reflections 


upon Conſcience and Honour, ſuch as 


few will own they deſerve; or Acknow- 
ledge all the Conſequences of ſo much 
Abſurdity; I ſhall ask Leave alſo to take 
firff Principles for granted, and ſuppoſe 
theſe Gentlemen A. are, they ſay, E- 
nemies to only the myſterious parts of 
Chriſtianity) well agreed in the general 
Fundamentals of Religion; this, I ſhould 
hope, to be no unreaſonable Demand, 


becauſe I imagin it to be a much eaſier 


Task even for-me to prove the Certain- 


5 


[26 ] 


Hgion too, than it can be for them to 


13 

1 
1 
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iy not of Natural only, bur revealed Re. 4 


get rid of thoſe unhandſom Coeur 4 


ces. We ſuppoſe then all to be ſound 


and fair thus far, and that with Repel f 


to Chriſt's Religion they have only enter⸗ 
tained ſome well-grounded Scruples con- 


2 


cerning that part of its Revelation, e 
they cannot comprenend ; and therefore | 
Think to be ſo far from being an Article 
of Faith, that it cannot in any Senſe 


poſſibly be true. They ſay further that 


9 


Ae Chriſtian is the moſt reaſonable Reli. 3 


gion in the World, as having the true 


God, the ſupreme Reaſon for its Baker ö 


and Object, chat it is certainly deſigned 
for the Benefit, the Speculation — 


* 5 
the 3 


Practice of a reaſonable Creature, and 
therefore that Speculation as well as | 
Practice ſhould be made Agreeable to 
rational Capacitics. ' They are both toge⸗ 0 


ther calculated to perfect the Mind of 
Man in its two great Faculties of Under- 


ſtanding and Will; and as the latter is 


chen mol Regular when it beſt agrees 
viel 


Ne. vith and conforms to its Rules of Action, 
to neither can the firſt be any ways Com- 
en- pleat and Impartial, but by having the 
nd Þ} whole Scene laid open to its Capacity; 
ect and therefore, in ſhort, there cannot, 
er- muſt not be any Myſtery in it. This is 
che formidable Objection in its full 
ich Strength ; how far it anſwers the Noiſe 
dre and Figure it makes in our World of 
cle Controverſy, we will now more particu- 


nſe J larly ſee. 
XIV. 


3 Ir is ſome Diſparagement to an Ar- 
gument when it appears very Singular, 
but a greater when it is very Conceited, 
xd F and built upon ſtrange Preſumptions. 
This is the Caſe here. For the whole is 
grounded upon this fine Maxim, that to 
be above Reaſon, and to be contrary to 
KReaſon are the ſame Thing; that what 
human Reaſon cannot comprehend, can- 
3 not in any Reaſon be True, or, in plainer 
Terms, that human Reaſon is the Mea- 


tare 


[ 


28: ]] 
xe of all Truth; from whence it fol- 
lows, that Faith as well as Reaſon having 
Truth for its Object, they muſt all g 
on and ſtop — together, not ſo 
much for want of e in che Un- 
derſtanding as really becauſe chere can 
be 4 further Reaſonable in the 
Object it ſelf. Thus while they labour 
to ſhow the extent of their Wit, they 
ole their Senſes; and, rather than ac- 
knowledge their 1 gnorance and Inſuffi- 
ciency in common with human Nature, 
chooſe to ſwallow Contradictions. For 
however the Argument may proceed well 
ſometimes from non Apparet to non Ex- 
it, and is undoubtedly of great * 
in many caſes of civil Life, and 


5 A — perhaps in Philoſophy, = 
1 here. it is Ridiculous even to Abſur- 
id dirty ; for I would only ask whether — 3 
. KO no 1 between not being Able 


200 perceive how a Thing can be, and 
13 5 : -pkinly Perceiving that it cannot be: 
1 'Whether it is the fame, to be aſſured 
1 From a plain poſitive — and De- 


© N termination, 
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20 great Ingenuity, that after all our Re- 


>, 
8 


c- s well as all created Spiritual Intelligen- 
- cies be brought down to Man's poor Le- 
re, vel, and eternal Truth be repreſented by 
or Wits faint and mangled Image? Vain Crea- 
ell ture! Go on; and let the moſt imperfect 
x- Glimmerings and Shadows of Reaſon even 
o- Wn Brute Beaſts have ſome favourable In- 
Hulgence, and be allowed a Privilege of 
Capacity ar leaſt Human, ſince Human 
cannot be contented with its own. But 
1 Alaſs! Such Preſumptions are fo far from 
being the Standard of human Perfection, 
For doing either Honour or Service to that 
Species, that any ſober Inquirer would, 
from this ſingle Eſſay only, be violent- 
ly tempted ro imagine but very little 
Difference in the whole Kind, XV. 
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I know theſe are Conſequences which 
the boldeſt Caviller dares not own: here 
even his Free-Thinking (that Plauſible 
and abuſed Diſtinction) forſakes him out 
of mere Shame, and it is high Time it 
mould. But as the Argument is not 
mine, neither am I anſwerable for the 
Conſequences that flow from it : who- 
18 ever form'd that, muſt bear the Weight 
$f of theſe. The Argument is their own, 3 
1 and appears not only in the Style of low- 
13 Penſionary Scriblers, but in thoſe of 2 
1 higher Claſs, who in the midſt of their 


0 Fire and critical Heats are pleaſed ſome- 
0 
f 


times, in great Humility, to ſubmit to 
this popular Plainneſs, and relax their 
own and their Reader's Attention from that 
„ nice heavy part of Learning: the Conſe- 
1 uences too are ſo far Peir own, as 
bi 3 unavoidably follow their own Ar- 
|. gument. If they ſhall eſteem it a ſuffi- 
13 cient Anſwer to ſay that they neither o.] 
N nor 


I BP 

Hor ſee theſe Conſequences, (and which 
| KHre therefore not to be charged upon 
hem) they muſt give me leave alſo to 
cli ay, chat then they would do much better, 


re Fither urterly to diſclaim the Argument, 


le pr elſe try how they can maintain both: 
at und then indeed the World would not 


7 


it Jong be troubled with either. For (a) as 
\or n molt judicious and learned Gentleman 
che has obſerved in a Caſe, I think, not 


* 


S 


o- Fery Foreign to this, if there be not Rea- 
hr ons of Conſcience obliging a good Man to 
vn, Meal out, there are always Reaſons of 
ow Prudence which ſhould make a wiſe Man 
* , Wold his Tongue. 

cir | 

to 4 
heir 


THE many Volumes which have di- 
har fectly treated, or in Tranſitu only, of this 
iſe. important Queſtion, and with fo much 
as Food Senſe and Learning among us, have 


Fond a ndoubtedly exhauſted the Subject, and 


1. lelt little or nothing to be added; con- 


3 (a) Dr. Waterland, Defenſe of Queries pag. 42 0. Ed. 3. 
; {1dering 


in Chriſt its Divine Author. 


[46] 


for their Silence, did not the 


fort of indignation urge them to if 


public Advocates. By this they hav 


ſhown that good Senſe = Reaſon never 2 1 
appear ſo much to an Advantage, a 1 
when joined by Birth and Titles to vin 


dicate the Honour of Revelation by and 


Bur my Deſi ign is not to enter upon 


that field of Particulars ; but to offer on- 
reaſonable Proof in behalf of chr 


Revelation, and which I the more read 


fiderin eſpecially choſe maſterly Hands 
it has but lately paſſed through on boch 4 
fides : the "ne ſeems to be brought 
to a Point, and Truth become Trium 
phant; when the Cauſe is pleaded not 
by thoſe only whom their Office andi 
courſe of Study has made well acquain-W 
ted with it, wn who, in the unkind Cen- 
fare of too many, are engaged by In- 
tereſt to be upon their Guard, "A byli 
others whoſe high Station and civil Avo-i 
cations might have been a juſt A —_— 
65 orce f 1 
Truth, their own Convictions, and ill 
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ds & chooſe, as being of a Complexion. 
öh Miicable ro thoſe who are not to be born 
rhe own by the Powers of any mere Autho- 
m- Wy whatſoever. And if the Argument 
10t Would not in its ſelf appear abſolutely 
nd New, I would yet humbly hope the man- 


in-. Ner of directin g it, and the _—_—_ it on 
en- ircher than is uſually obſerve 


by hay for its favourable Reception. 


090 5 XVII 


4 i Ws gay then that there are Myſteries 


be! Chrifs Religion, ſuch as are above our 


aveWolible Comprehenſion, and which are 
evelMWicrefore reveald to us by the Holy 
a pirit of God in the New Teſtament, and 
vin re moreover declared to be ſuch reveal'd 
and ruths as are neceſſary to be believed in 

lrder to Eternal Salvation: We fay further 
pol at in this very Reſpect the Religion of 
om ne Goſpel is Eaſy, Free and Reaſonable, 
ſtia Peyond any other Scheme which this 
eadiſſeeming Concern for the Rights and Pri- 


- . 
1 | Se vilege 


, will. 
In-Wave its Excuſes at leaſt, if not make 


5 
EL | 
vilege of Reaſon can propoſe ; whatever 
they mean by Reaſon or the Reaſonable-| 
neſs of . Chriſtianity, we maintain, that 
there is more Diſſatisfaction, more room 
for Scruple and Cavil, and in General 
more of Abſurdity and Injuſtice in what- 
ever they recommend, than in what we firm. 
ly believe, and they ſo much miſrepreſent. 
This ſhall be confiderd now Diſtint 
from that Truth and Sufhciency of Re- 
velation upon which Chriſtian Faith is 
merely founded, becauſe that is flying 
to Authority, which however Divine. and 
Inconteſtable, is that unreaſonable Body 
of Reſerve which our Bigottry flies to, 
when we are beat out * every Thing 
elſe, and therefore they will manage their 
own way, or elſe have nothing to do 
with. 3 


XVIII. 


REASON has a fourfold Acceptation. 

1. in General, as it is the natural Rule 
of human Duty. Or 2. Particular ; the 
; ERKReaſon 4 


a7 4 * 
3 


. 

| * : . 40n of this or that Man. Or. 3. the 
* 12 by which all Determina- 
m ns are made. Or 4. the Motive which 
| duces the Mind to make the Determin- 
gion. The firſt is the Determination 
ery one ſhould make in Things both 
W Belict or Speculation, and Practice; 
Wc ſecond is what he does make; che 
Wird is the Faculty that determines, or 
cher the Sentence upon the Debate 


nich renders the Thou ght Compleat. 
ne | this may be clearly ſeen by the fol- 
1 ing Inſtance, viz. Reaſon forbids 
: ol en to do Wrong, - bur the Reaſon of 


Wiſer prompts bon ro do any Wrong 
oe ich he may get by, for his Reaſon is 
. Mrrupted, and the Reaſon of it is, his 

1 Pvetouſneſs (a). In this Debate the 
Wo firſt Acceptations only, need to be 

erved, and then by Reaſon will be 
U Wderſtood that Faculty in human Na- 
Me, (b) whereby Man is ſuppoſed t to be 


on. 


uleſ ) Vid. an 1 1 into Religion, and tlie Uſe of Reaſum cons 
tack Vn it, 8vo. 1711. By a Lay-hand, from whence this 1 is taken, 
*. (5) Mr. Locke. 


ſon C4 di- 


[36 ] | 
ditinguidied from Beaſts, and wherd 
it is Evident he very much ſurpaſſes then 
by which all his other intellectual Fac 
ties are of Neceſſity aſſiſted for the Ei ; 
largement of his Terug and reg 0 
lating his Aſſent and Determination 
The Powers and extent of this Faculff 
muſt therefore be conſidered either i 
the Collective body of Mankind in i 
greateſt 1 or as the particu 
rational Faculty of this or that Man; q 
if you will, more particularly, the Re 
#4 of thoſe only who appear in Defeni 
of this Argument. In every of bY 
Caſes the Objection will be diy to 
very Partial — Inconſiderate. For, 


1 


3 


Ix is an allowed Maxim, that an OBS 
jection, to which every Thing is alm 
equally Obnoxious, cannot fairly be mall 
againſt any Thing: and I ſay that will 
is obj jected againſt Chriſt's — | 
being Myſterious and above rational Coll 


2 n 0 


Irchenſions, will hold the fame in ab- 
Fracted Speculations, in the ſearch of 
Haterial Truths, and plain natural En- 
Wuirics. Examine the moſt compleat Heads 


reg Antient Greece and 1 taly, add to their 
ionWrly Diſcoveries, the Labour and Inven- 
Cul on of ſucceeding Ages, join to theſe 
1 


e Improvements which this and the laſt 
Wquiſitive Age have made, raiſe this ge- 
eral Character into one large View as it 
3 Wow ſtands among us after half a Centu- 
Ra of Ages; and then tell me, after fo 
fen any Diſcoveries, in ſuch a train of 
Jime, concerning the Heights or Depths 
f Nature in the Heavens, the Earth, its 
Freral Tribes of Inhabitants, and in our 
Elves, what Advances Reaſon has made 
I fo vaſt a Theory? What a mean and 
Fort Appearance the moſt finiſhr Syſtem 
nakes, when ſtript of what is perhaps 
Wrounded upon Miſtake, or at beſt up- 
Wn Conjecture 2 How little when oppo- 
d to that Abyfs of Truth we are un- 
'n ble to look into? I would not in the 
Coſſpaſt detract from the great Names of 
110% b WW 


to 
bs 


55 ien Genius's down from Socrates tif 


nd 


Venerable ne or ungr atefully den 
a Huygens, a Boyle, or a Newton thei 
due Praiſes, who have been ſo Wonder 3 
full in this part of Learning, and railed 
ir to a pitch, Mankind was unac, uainred- 
with before, and now ſeems unable to Wo 
beyond: the Complaint of the beſt and 


the Moderns has been, and is the fameM; 
They found their Mind after all theiff 
Study and Pains dark and Doubtfull, de] 
"Eg of more Light, bur ill aſſured of 
what they had, and Incapable of finding 
more. What they cannot comprehend | 
is ſurely as much a Myſtery in Natur 
as any part of Reveal'd Religion, fol 
Reaſon is at a full ſtop in both: the moſſ 
illiterate Peaſant knows thar there ary 
ſuch Appearances, different Powers and 
a variety of Effects in the ſeveral part 
of viſible Nature; but from what Cong 
junctions, by = Wy immediate Cauley 
they thus move, and have their Influl 
ence, he is utterly Ignorant, and thi 
Wiſcſt touch but e It woulll 
| by 


, 
be Infidelity in Philoſophy and againſt 
common Senſe to diſpute the Heat of the 
ler. Jun, the Powers of the Load-Stone, the 
iſed force and Progreſs of Winds, and the 
UF Tides of the Seas, nay and the very Ex- 
 £\Wiſtence of Subſtance, becauſe we cannot 
and to ſatisfaction ſolve theſe different PH 
Eromena, and know nothing what the laſt 
"Wis. We are Senſible of the Sun's Fire, 
the Stone has its wonderfull Attraction, 
the Waters their unnatural Aſcents, the 
Winds and Meteors there different Rage 
and Tumults ; theſe are the Fxp-ricnce, 
che Dread or the Comfort f every Ma- 
Wriner; we ſubmit with Silence and Ad- 
miration, to the Impreſſions of a paſſive 
enſe ſo notoriouſſy convincing, when 
further the moſt Subtle and happy Na- 
aug turaliſt is at a loſs for a Solution. Be 
Patient, and apply this to Religion and 
its Myſteries: Reaſon, you will ſay, and 
natural Reflections may go very great 
I Lengths here; it may inform you that 
tha this World of Beings and Succeſſion mult 
have a Beginning; that chere is an Infi- 
Ga: nite 
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nite Eternal Being, a neceſſary Exiſtence 
which created this World in time, and 

preſerves and governs it. Follow, you 
Hay, this Clue of Reaſon a little cloſer 
through the Maze and Windings of Pro- 
vidence, and the Hints of your own con- 
ſcious Life, and you will proceed to the 
Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, of Mat- 
ter and Spirit, the Immortality of the lat-| 
ter, and by a further Conſequence, to 
an after Retribution of Rewards and 
Puniſhments. Let it be allowed (for the 
Preſent) that a cloſe and calm Reaſoner 


way to judge without being deceived.) | 
Aſſurance, nothing Clear and Poſi 


4 


| [ [42] 
but rather a range of Doubts and Scruples, 
| which ended ſometimes in Wiſhes that 
what was in its {elf fo Agreeable to the 


lntereſt and beſt Thoughts of their Mind 


might at laſt in ſome Senſe, way or o- 


5 ther, be True. If God therefore in Con- 


deſcenſion to this Weakneſs of Mankind, 


wall be pleaſed ro ſtrengthen theſe imper- 


ect Notices, and {uperadd freſh Diſco- 
veries both of himſelf and the principal 
Points of Religion which depend fo much 
upon theſe 8 if he ſhall injoin 
zus a ſtedfaſt Belief of theſe upon his 
Word revealing them, we can no more 
account this a Force upon Reaſon and 
C Underſtanding than the other. For if 
C theſe are general Truths in natural Rea- 
ſon, there is a God, Man's Soul is Immor- 


: tal and Incorporeal, and lives after Death 


in a State of Happineſs or Miſery, &c. 
and yet theſe general Truths, as to the 
q manner of their Exiſtence are (ſome of 
them, if nor all) Incomprehenſible, why 
cerning them be ſo too? Nay —— 
= | | | — © 
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nite Eternal Being, a neceſſary Exiſtence 
which created this World in time, and 
preſerves and governs it. Follow, you 
| tay, this Clue of Reaſon a little cloſer Þ 
through the Maze and Windings of Pro- 
vidence, and the Hints of your own con- 
ſcious Life, and you will proceed to the 
Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, of Mat- 
ter and Spirit, the Immortality of the lat-Þ 
ter, and by a further Conſequence, to 
an after Retribution of Rewards and] 
 Puniſhments. Let it be allowed (for the 
Preſent) that a cloſe and calm Reaſoner 
may have very good Grounds for believing Þ 
all theſe Particulars to be True; and yet, 
I fear, he would be ſtrangely at a loſs in 
forming his Ideas ro Acquieſcence and 
Satisfaction: atleaſt Iam ſtrongly tempted 
to think ſo from what Heathen Antiqui- 
ty has afforded us concerning theſe Truths] 
before the Revelation of the Goſpel; (and] 
which * ſhould : imagin tO be the belt ; 
way to judge without being deceived.) Þ 
We ſhall find there no great matter of 
Aſſurance, nothing Clear and Poſitive, 
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but rather a range of Doubts and Scruples, 
which ended ſometimes in Wiſhes that 
| what was in its {elf ſo Agreeable to the 
Intereſt and beſt Thoughts of their Mind 
might ar laſt in ſome Senſe, way or o- 
I cher, be True. If God therefore in Con- 
deſcenſion to this Weakneſs of Mankind, 
| ſhall be pleaſed to ſtrengthen theſe imper- 
fect Notices, and ſuperadd freſh Diſco- 
veries both of himſels and the principal 
Points of Religion which depend ſo much 
upon theſe D veries; if he ſhall injoin 


CO 


Word revealing them, we can no more 
account this a Force upon Reaſon and 
| Underſtanding than the other. For if 
{ theſe are general Truths in natural Rea- 
ſon, there is a God, Man's Soul is Immor- 
tal and Incorporeal, and lives after Death 
in 4 State of Happineſs or Miſery, &C. 
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and yet theſe general Truths, as to the 


them, if not all) Incomprehenſible, why 
cerning them be ſo too? Nay how in- 


but deed 


D 


us a ſtedfaſt Belief of theſe upon his 


manner of their Exiſtence are (ſome of 


may not any particular Revelation con- 
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deed ſhould it be otherwiſe, unleſs the : 


Powers of the Mind are ſupernaturally 


aſſiſted to comprehend them 2 Why ſhould Þ 
any Truth be treated otherwiſe than as it is, 
although Man ſhould be obliged to be- 
heve it implicitly upon God's Declaration 
concerning it, and under ſevere Penalties Þ 
if he will not? This is really Perverſ- 


neſs; for however we may be in many 


Inſtances ſo conſcious of Life as to diſap- Þ 
prove a Law, becauſe of the Sanction, Þ 
yet no one will ſay, that the Law loſes its 
Obligation upon that Account; for we 
know all Laws, without proper Sanct- 
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FR. 
2 

* 
"ot 


ions, would be Precarious, if not Inſig- 


nificant. 


So that if human Nature in its full | 
Vigour and Capacity, in a Combination 
of all che beſt Reaſonings and lucky Niſ- 


coveries through Ages cannot comprehend F 
the Myſteries of Nature (which at the 
very beſt are but the Machines of the 
great Creator's Power and Wiſdom) and 
which we know nevertheleſs have a poſi- 
tive Exiſtence ; what unreafonableneſs is 


it, chat in Religion {ome Points concern 
ing God and our ſelves too ſhould be a2 
bove our reach? Why ſhould theſe be 
excepted againſt as mere Impoſitions upon 
our Underſtanding, rather than any Thing 
elſe, of which 5 all our Boaſtings, we 
ies Þ are Equally and univerſally Ignorant. 


XX. 
NEVER let it be faid that the two 
Caſes are not alike; for that every Man 
may be ſafely Ignorant of the Speculative 
Truths of Nature, that he may deny or 
aſſert as he thinks fit, is at liberty to ſtop 
or proſecute his Enquiries, to ſtrengthen 
them by repeated Obſervations, which 
! after all go an equal Pace with his Reaſon, 
and ſtop regularly together. Whereas the 
© Caſe is quite otherwiſe in the Myſteries 
of Chriſt's Religion; where as we cannot 
7! reaſon for want of Capacity, neither 
muſt we deny or disbelieve for fear of 
7 Puniſhment. This indeed is True, and 
is makes ſome difference between them; 
it, | ; : but 
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[44] 
bat then it is ſuch a difference, as alters 
the preſent Stare of the Compariſon, which 
turns upon the real Incapacity of human 
Reaſon ſeen and confeſſed equally in both. 
The Queſtion does not (at leaſt as yet) con- 
cern the Privilege of the great Creator, and 
 Law-giver to point his Sanctions how 

and where he pleaſes, in order to bring 
about the 3 of his Will; all which 
as they cannot but be Agrecable to his 
Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ſo muſt 
they alſo be to the Good and Happineſs 
of his Creatures. Of this therefore we 


ſhall have Occaſion to ſay ſomething more | 


_ preſently. 
5 3 


- SUPPOSE then it ſhould have pleaſed 


God to have reveal'd by Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles, one of the moſt abſtruſe Points j 


in all Natural Philoſophy, and ſuch as, 
when declared, contradicted all the com- 
mon Notions of Mankind, and the very 


Evidence of Senſe concerning it, and had | 


made 
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[45] 3 


made this a neceſſary Article of Belief in 
order to Eternal Salvation. Let it be, 


for Inſtance, the Motion of the Earth, 
which however it be Orthodox Philoſophy 


nov _— ey Learned, would have ap- 
t Age a ridiculous and moſt 
unreaſonable Aſſertion. What ſort of 


peared in 


arguing could you make againſt it? WH 
MR We * taken . great deal 2 
Pains to find this out, wiſer Heads than 
ours have laboured hard to comprehend 
it; this by no Means ſuits the common 
Notions and Reaſonings of Mankind, 


nay it 1s againſt them and our very Senles 


which tell us plainly the Contrary. We 
know not what to make of it, it is In- 


comprehenſible, Unreaſonable, it is Im- 
poſſible, and no ſuch Thing. And there- 
fore to enjoin the Belief of it upon Pain 
of Damnation is great Injuſtice. There 
cannot be any occaſion to enlarge upon 


this. The Suppoſal is not in the leaſt 


Unreaſonable. And if this fort of Ar- 


guing appears with but a bad Grace as 


| Tranſlated hither, I ſhould hope the 


Gentle- 
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: ene! 
Gentlemen of Reaſon will not be ſo very 
fond of it in another Caſe where it cer- 
tainly appears much Worſe. | 


XXII. 


FTokrHER, if they will ſay that the 
Myſteries of Chrif's Religion are contrary 
to Reaſon, and underſtand by that the 
particular Faculty of Knowledge in this or 
that Man, or more particularly, their 
own: I venture to fay further, that, in 
this partial view of Reaſon, there muſt 
of neceſſity be Myſteries in Chriſ#s Reli- 
gion, above Comprehenſion, and that o- 
therwiſe the great Ends of Revelation 
and the Grace of God which hath appeared 
unto all Men, could not be anſwered. 
Which in irs Principles both of Faith 
and Practice is calculated by its Divine 
Aurhor for the general Salvation of Man- 
kind, fo as to leave every one Self-con- 
demned, and without Excuſe. Reaſon, 
as it is now conſidered, differs very much 
in Individuals : all cannot Exert them» 

| = ſelves 
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| - Fe [ | 
ſelves alike ; Inclination, Capacity, Dif- 
poſition of Organs, Strength and Tem- 
per of Body, and Opportunities of Im- 
provement occaſion each of them a very 
great Variety, however the Soul may at 
urſt be formed. Talk to this Man of 
the Powers of Algebra, and the Depths 
of Demonſtration, of the Heavenly Sy- 
ſtems or any other Science which ſome 
fine Spirits are ſo Familiar with, and you 
gare as much in the Clouds to him, as 
you would be to your ſelf in advancing 
hour Attempts to infinite Space, and 
che meaſuring of Eternity: unleſs God 
had at firſt created all human Souls e- 


y had been excluded from the Influen- 
ces of material Senſations, much Care- 
leſsneſs or much Application; (which no 
Zone, I believe, ever wiſh't for) theſe Va- 


Arieties and Degrees muſt of Neceſſity be 
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admitted, ſuitable to the different Scenes 
1 of 


_— 
tt — W 5 
p 4 — ——— fo N 2 3 ** = * 2 F 7 
2 — — TI £ 72 2 r 4 SIX Ga... ** — — amr — * - " — 
- 4 by 7 7 
a; , 1 5 Ns = * 
: 4 . 
4 4 - bY — — R Da © Ae — BY, 5 — 4 25 — its — 
þ © gg — - —. 23322 2 3 — > $ AID _—_— ——̃— — — — PIR 7 > 2 py 
ON OE, 22 tae RG ans ooo — — 22 o > 5 . - * - 2 2 
= = _ 1 ww = 2 . * — — — — * * - ” * —> _ BY — — — — 
4 A — — nes ho ä — — — — — K © — — — . * FEST — — - 
- >. — = — * - _ ” 


ry 


wa fv. £5 
= x. — 


— 2s * —= 
<> _—_—_ oo 8 
. | *BY \ 
—_— — —— o 
"Y A . — 8 
— oor xn 
— - — — —— — —— _ — 


— 2 , wy — 2 , 3 = 
m4 ny. - = = — —_ * : of - "22-8" 
— LES - , _ _ * n N "I 6 12 
7 — 2 2 6 . 8 | - . r — 
— — 4 > _ >» g 
= 3-57-34 Sz” 2s 4 3 : — 4 
- — 2 . $2 = = — T. N — 9 — 
wa _> _—__ 1 > 5 2 -4 — : 


1 EE 
Fon my 


would be bur a very 


voided in the Religion of Chriſt, 


would underſtand it to be? They would 


1 
culation and Practice which Na- 
richly ſupplies, and the Buſineſs, 
Wan, and very Amuſements of Society 
fo much enlarge; and we know that the 
Soul of Man and the World about him 
Dull and unactive 
Piece of Uniformity without them : fo 
that if this is undeniably True in the 
Proſecution of thoſe Verities which are 
neither Neceſſary to all, nor required off 
all, becauſe to many they would be Ulc-Þ 
leſs, if they were known, and all ar 
Uncapable of knowing them, and ye 
all cheſe Things are in themſelves 5 : 
Reaſonable, hows could the ſame be a 
if i 
were ſo Reaſonable as theſe Gentlemen 


not, I hope, baniſh all Faich out of tht 

World, and inſiſt upon Knowledge 
ſtrict Science, and full Demonſtration uf 
Life; this is mere Humour, and a rea 
Banter upon all Mankind, which no 4 
cademic or Pyrrboniſt durſt ever ſtick td 
but for a Week. They therefore are 2 
gainh? 


- ah} 
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| [ 49 ] | 
gainſt thoſe Articles only, which we ſay 
are neceſſary to be believed by all Chriſt- 
ſians in order to Salvation, for this plain 
Reaſon, becauſe they are plainly revealed 
um in Scripture, and though above our Com- 
ve prehenſion, the Faith of them is in the 
ſo very Terms of that Salvation which we 
che expect. They would have the Faith 
are reaſonable, that is, ſuch as their Reaſon 
| offlcan account for, and comprehend in all 
Jic-Mirs Branches; but then they muſt be ask- 
are ed what fort of Scheme their own Fancy 
vel is able to form, which ſhall be ſuited to 
verſſgſo many different Capacities as well as 


c cheir own 2 How would they extend it 
1 it 


"to all Mankind, who muſt be all equally - 
mNBconcerned in it? Can they anſwer far 
oulWcvery Body as well as themſelves 2 Or 


the Fave any Aſſurance that no one will ob- 


_ 
15 


ige, cect againſt, and find many a Fault with 
n inf their Models, when they have had the 
rea Aſſurance to find Fault with what God 
> A himſelf has ordained? If they can an- 
K td wer for their own Teaching, they can 
te af never do it for the Will or the Capacity 
ain 8 D — 


50 | : 
of a World of Diſciples, who may be 
as Obſtinate and Conceited as themſelves, 
and inſiſt upon the Liberty of departing ſh 
from their Maſter's Principles, and ſetting |M 
up new Thoughts and Independency | 
for themſelves. This has been in Fat 
very much the way of the World from 
the beginnings of Wiſdom and Philoſo- 

hy; each Succeſſor leaves his Maſter as 

be thinks fit, opens a Rival School, be- 
comes the Head of another Sect, frames 
oppolite Principles, and for a while main- 
tains himſelf in the general Buſtle, til] 
his upſtart Novelties are joſtled out by 
others, and theſe again make way for af 
new Wir big with Error and its ownlf 
Whimſies: Heathen Philoſophy, or, it 
you pleaſe, Reaſon amuſed and giddie( 
it ſelf very much in running this fine] 
Circle of Vanity, and in endeayouring 
to make new Truths, loſt all that wa 
Old and Valuable, and after all left the 
World not a jot Wiſer or better than be 
fore. And if we imagin that it was of 
therwiſe when this enticing Wiſdom of Mal 
waf 


51 | 
was tranſlated from the Schools and 
portico's of Athens to the Chriſtian Syna- 
gogue, we ſhall be very much miſtaken : 
1 Jeaſt it is the Complaint of the pri- 
cy mitive Writers, that (a) all the Spawn of 
at WHerely which poiſon'd the Church of 
om Ncbriſt, and infected it with ſo many Diſt- 
fo- lempers, was hatcht there; and (b) the 
very beſt of their Philoſophers, the Di- 
be- Nvine Plato, was their Grand Arſenal : in- 
mes Nſomuch that ſome conſidering the Mi- 
un- chiefs and Follies it produced, maintained 
"lhe Devil to be the Author of it. (c) 
byÞThis indeed may be carrying the Matter 
Or a E oo farr, againſt that which Clemens A- 
lexandrinus, and F. Martyr ſo much ap- 
plaud as (d) a moſt valuable Poſſeſſion, a 


a) De quorum ingeniis omnis hæreſis animatur. Tertull. adv. 
EMarc. I. 1. Hæreticorum Patriarchæ Philoſophi. Id. ad. Hermog: 
Wife hæreſes a Philoſophia ſubornantur. Id. de Præſcrip. 5 
(5) Doleo Platonem omnium Haereticorum Condimentarum 
tum. Id. de animad. | „ 
(c) Vid. Clem. Alexand. Strom. 6. pag. 693. Edit. Sylb; 


5 
25 


- Where however he denies it, and ſays, that God gave Philoſophy 


EI 


to the Gentiles for the fame Purpoſes, as he gave the Law to tne Jews. 
EY Elo I Igor wiv Ne O- EA 0: ON ePice, ſus xp. TG FEEST 0G, 
By the Law meaning the Decalogue, and by Philoſophy, Reaſon. 
3 (d) Miyicoy x 5 THAIWTHTOY Os, ge. I. Mart. Tryph. 
E Duz 7755 Tpovoicks, Oeice eg ebe. "EAATTY. Cl Alex. Strom. lib. |S: 
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IN I 
Work of Divine Providence, which alone 
could recommend to God, Sc But 
then both of them tell you it would bei 
to no Purpoſe to look for this among 
the different Sects of Philoſophers : Thi 
| was a (a) Philoſophy ſupported by a Di- 
vine Tradition, the (b) Knowledge and 
Confeſſion of the true God, (c) a Mil- 
_ cellany and pickt Collection of what any 
or all of them had taught well; and 
much more to the fame Purpoſe ; I fy 
notwithſtanding all theſe fine Elogies 
Experience, and what has been ſaid 
above, is more than Sufficient to ſhoy 
us the Door at which the Swarm of an 
tient Hereſies firſt entered, where the new 
ones ſtill enter in, or the Old are revi- 
ved, and that is, by leaning too much to 
our own Underſtanding, and departing 


(a) H xprz Tw Gela Tapyro Qihooie Id. Thid. Qihomrfinit 
Tri e. c. 6X dem Serra Hp" ine F aiciorw ο 
1923; c. Ibid. Os 245 a, Thame noe Sc. pics. Song aun 5 
mee &c. F. Mart. Tryph. 218. A 
. (6) Ein Ts e x, TE ends; iniywas, Id. Tbid. 220 
array is this Knowledge to be met with in the Gentile Phio 
(e) Clem. Alexand. ubi ſupra. 
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I from the Authority of Revelation when 
it commands Aſſent to thoſe Things 
which are above it. (a). 


XXIII. 


WHILE therefore theſe Reaſoners pre- 
tend to eaſe the, Chriſtian World of an 
Impoſition by removing this Stumbling- 
block of Myſteries out of che way, they 


prepoſterous Zeal and Affectation carries 
them. Inſtead of perhaps two or three 
Myſteries in General they unavoidably 
raiſe particular Myſteries to particular 
[Perſons 3 they confound the Harmony of 
Divine Faith, and diſtract it with Con- 
tradiction and Partiality. Under the Pre- 
tence of Chriſtian Liberty, of eaſing their 
(Brethren, and reconciling every Thing 
(Things in Heaven, and Things on Earth) 
„to natural Senſe and Reaſon, they ex- 
(a) 08 If of geg Buri ve bal Corio, AN dreh Vlc ovR- 


: AT pos eis Ty &94071T ©» iverdy our O, HOKEITE;—=Y £0 fuc- 
rel immdtugny &. Euſeb. Hiſt. Eccleſ, lib. 5. cap. ult. Ex anti- 


E 0 
mu authore ady. Artemonis hzreſin. 


would do well to conſider whither this 
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1 | 
clude one half from all hopes of Salva 
tion. Theſe are left to the Direction off 
an Ignis Fatuus, a wild extravagant hu - 
mourſome Guide, which after having 
dazzled them with a few Skips and Dan- 
cings, leads them on to Bogs and Pre 
Cipices, and there leaves them in utc: 
| Darkneſs and Confuſion. And it may 
be further obſerved in Confirmation of 
 whar has been thus far urged, that th: 
Tryal of Adam's Obedience was fixt upon 
his abſtaining from the Tree of the Know- 
ledge of Good and Eil; he was not f- 
tisfied with the boundaries God aſſigned 
him, bur aſpires ro unlawfull Improve. 
ments, he deſires ro be made Wiſe, Wile 
than God made or allowed him to be; 
and thus in a State of ſo much Inno- 
cence and Perfection is betrayed into 
Sin, and Death. Reaſon even in Para; 
diſe (I had almoſt faid Intuition) lead 
the firſt Pair into Confuſion and Shame] 
and therefore God, graciouſly mindfulſ 
of this rebellious Efſay under the fil 
Covenant, has been pleaſed to alter the p 

7 TermP 


1 


va. Terms of Obedience in the ſecond, well 
1 off knowing that we have the ſame Conceits 
hu and Vanity, leſs Underſtanding and more 
ing Sin; ſo that hence we have a juſt occa- 
an-. ſion of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, that in 
pre. deference to the Weakneſ and Caprice 
itte of human Minds, a reſtraint is laid up- 
nay} on all alike by one uniform regular Baſis 
olf of Faith, in a full and plain Revelation, 
theÞ which carries along with ir ſuch Demon- 
ponſſ} {trations of its Divinity, as are ſufficient, 
0 in an humble and a quiet Soul, to guard 
f- againſt all the Shocks of natural Reaſon, 
ed by reſolving the whole of our Chriſtian 
Yep Faith into a ready Aſſent to that Teſti- 
Tiff} mony, which unqueſtionably proceeds 


from God. Such truly are thoſe Babes 
mo- to whom theſe Things are revealed, and 
inta fuch the Wiſe and Prudent from whom our 
"Ira i Saviour ſaith, God hath hid them. (Matt. 
XI. 25.) in whom the God of this World 
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- Tavs far Reaſon has been conſider- 
ed as it were in Abſtract and Specula- 
tion only; we muſt now regard it in a 
_ cloſer Senſe, as being, as already mentioned, 
the natural Rule of human Duty. And 
here alſo the Expedience and even Ne- 
ceſſity of Revelation in the Chriſtian In- 
ſtitutions will appear Plain and Evident. 
The Point, I believe, the leaſt contro- 
verted of any among the different Sets 
in Chriſts Religion is, that the Holy 
Scriptures are a moſt compleat Rule of 
Life, or Syſtem of Morality. Irs moſt 
avowed Enemies, Old and New, pre- 
_ tended Chriſtian or real Pagan, have thought 
it more for their Purpoſe to ſtrain the 
Gentile Moraliſts to that true Standard by 
a very weak Compariſon than to correct 
it. Thus (a) Celſus charges Chrift him- 
ſelf as a Plagiary from Plato, and Julian 
preferr'd Theognis, Phocylides, and Tſocra- 


(a) Origenes contra Celſ. lib. 6. pag. 283, Ge. 


tes 


4 10 Salmon, and endeavoured e rin 
| Chriſtianjry by ſetting up che Schools of 


Chriſtians, And thus alſo Apollonius is 


| compared to our Bleſſed Saviour. I have 
indeed heard of one in our own Nation, 
| who has Blaſphemouſly declared in Print, 
either for himſelf, or his Friend, (a) chat 
he could write as good a Moral as our 
| Saviour ; but then, as if a little jealous 
of his own Abilities, he ſollicits the late 
Mr. Locke to give us ſomething more 
| caly, and Evid . 

ſtem of the Laws of natural Religion. 
This is indeed making ſure Work at 
once, and ſtriking down not the Moſaic 
and Chriſtian Inſtitutions only, but all 
| Antiquity for the fake of an impious vile 
| Compliment, to a Gentleman, who had 
| more Underſtanding, Modeſty and Chriſti- 
anity than to undertake it, or entertain 


| ſo good an Opinion of himſelf, ſo mean 


ent, a more perfect Sy- 


: (a) See two Pamphlets Entit. The Growth of Deiſm in Eng- 
and, and a Letter to a Deiſt Anno. 1696. with the Anſwer to 


a Thoughr 


2 Thought even of the Antient Mora. 
liſts, or ſuch Blaſphemy e 
and the Prophets, againſt Chriff and his 
Apoſtles. But this is a. rant of Extra- 
vagance proper only to ſhow how Im- 
poſſible it is for ſuch dangerous Wits to 
latisfy either themſelves or others, and 
find any ſure Footing, when once they 
have laid aſide Revelation. Let theſe 
therefore be left, as they deſerve, in 
their own Shame, and to the World's 
Contempt. We fay then that the Holy 
Scriptures, eſpecially thoſe of the New 
Teſtament, are a compleat Rule of Life 
and Manners, that they are that Grace 
of God which hath appeared unto all Men, 
teaching us that denymg Ungodlineſs and 
eworldly Luft, we ſhould live ſoherly, righteouſ- | 
ly, and godly in this preſent World: in 
1 of this all the profitable 
Leſſons of Inſtruction which either Poets 
firſt or Philoſophers afterwards compaſed 
are in Reality mere Rudiments and but 
beggarly Elements of the World : Weak, 
Shallow and unmanly ; fit only (as St. 
EH. _—_ Cyril 
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[ 59 ] 


| Cyril of Alexandria anſwers Julian in 
| Vindication of Solomon's Works, (and we 
| furely may anſwer with more Reaſon in 
| Vindication of the New Teſtament) (a) 
| for the Prattle of Nurſes to their Chil- 
dren, or at the moſt for Pedagogues to 
| reach little Boys. And yet low and Im- 


perfect as they were in their Writings, 
their Practice and Example (by an uſual 
Inconſiſtency common with them to too 
many others) was beneath their Rules. 
The very beſt of them degenerated from 


firſt Principles, and as (b) there js not 


A 


one fuch wiſe Inſtruction to be found 
in all their Books, as the very firft of 
all in Solomon's, which he lays as the 
ground of all Wiſdom (but they alas 
did not think of) that the fear of the 


A 


NA. 


in Conſequence we find that they were 
the Patrons and Encouragers of Idolatry, 
and Examples of the moſt faſhionable 
and unnatural Vices, equal to the very 


1 (a) Cited by Biſhop Patrick in his Preface to Paraphraſe on the 
Proverbs, 


(6) Biſhop Parrick Ibid. 


Populace 


Lord is the beginning of Wiſdom 3 ſo 
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606 ] 
Populace and moſt Ignorant among them; 
thus it proceeded through all Ranks of 
Men and the courſe of Ages, till the fulneſs 
of Time brought in everlaſting Righteouſ- 
meſs. Even then, when the Majeſty of 
Italy ſtood in its full Glory, and triumph'd 
over Greece and Aſia in Arts, as well as 
Arms; when human Nature ſeem'd to 
be at a Stand, as unable to go beyond 
thoſe Improvements, the great Heads and 
Hearts of Rome then had advanced it to; 
when Eloquence, Poetry, and the whole 
Circle of liberal Science were ſuch as to 
become the Standard of Perfection to all 
future Ages; did Religion and the moral 
Virtues of Life appear to any Advan- 
tage? Or was Philoſophy more _ 
and uniform, when taught to ſpeak 
the Style of Latinm than before in the 
Garb of Athens? Or rather does it not 
remain the ſame Jargon ſtill, which all 
the Reaſon and Eloquence of Cicero him- 
ſelf cannot make Conſiſtent or Satisfactory 
to himſelf, or any other? Inſomuch that 
ſcarce any one Thing could tempt a 


Man 


[ 61] 
| Man at this Time to read either his Theo- 
logy or Philoſophy, but that Majeſtick 
Purity with which he treats theſe and 
and all other Subjects. What was the 
public Worſhip but the collected Poly- 
| theiſm and: Idolatry of their own and 
every diſtant Nation? What was the ge- 
neral Practice but ſuch as St. Paul a [al 
Years after gives ſo fad an Account of? 


d (Romans Chap. 1.) If we imagin the 
8 Apoſtles to have amplified that Relation, 
14 


their own Hiſtorians will give you much 
the ſame or no better an Account. Not 
| an Emperor but muſt be Deiſied either A- 
| live or Dead, and the greater Monſter 
| he is on Earth, the fitter for the Chorus 
of his Brother Demons: inſomuch that I 
can never wonder at the Deſign one 


e of them had of making his Horſe Con- 
y | ſl, and actually making him a Prieſt to 
ul 


his own Divinity, when the Subjects of 
| that Emperor were ſo Stupid as to make 
| him a God. But thus it was: and 
they who triumphed over the Ruins of 
their antient Liberty by an abſolute un- 

limited 
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limited Monarchy, are by an unaccoun- 
table Reverſe of Flattery made Members 


of a common - wealth above. S0 Juſt 
is that Reflection which (a) a late famous 
Writer makes upon the blindneſs, the 
Fury and Contradiction of all Pagan Theo- 
logy, viz. That if there could be found 
any ſpiritual Intelligences who had no 
Knowledge of Man but from the Defi- 
nition * a reaſonable Creature, without 
any Hiſtory of Facts, it would be utter- 
ly Impoſſible to perſwade them that the 


Books of Arnobius, Clement of Alexan- 


dria, Tertullian, St. Auguſtin, Firmicus 


Maternus, and the like Apologies againſt 


| Paganiſm, were ever wrote againſt a Re- 


O 


ligion actually eſtabliſhed in the World; 


they would affirm that it can not poſſibly 


be. They would maintain theſe Impo- 
ſitions to be the Sport of idle Luxuriant 
Wits, mere Fiction and Romance. For 
what Appearance is there, that a reaſo- 
nable Creature ſhould eſtabliſh its Theo- 


(a) Penſeès ſur la Comete, gc. §. cxxiv. Tout y montre, J 
veuglement, la fureur, & la contradiction: & je ſoutiens, &c. 


logy 


IS 


us 


i 


ogy and Divine Worſhip upon ſuch 4 


heap of Abſurdities and Contradictions 


| which in the Pagan Syſtems ſo manifeſtly 


deſtroy one another? But to the ſhame 


| of Man, theſe Books of the Antient Fa- 
| thers confute real Errors, and thoſe very 
Errors too have had their Apologiſts a- 
mong the Learned. Ls} 


XXV. 


Ir is an eaſy Matter to account for 


| this general Corruption; whatever Pre- 

ventions and Aſſiſtances they poſſibly 
| might otherwiſe have had, were all fwal- 
lowed up in one great Gulf of Sin, wiz. 
| Polyrheiſm and groſs Idolatry. This was 
| the firſt capital Crime, and brought on 
all the reſt. (a) They who changed the 
_ of the incorruptible God into an Image 
made like to corruptible Man, and to 
| Birds, and four footed Beaſts, and creeping 
| Things ; who changed the Truth of God 


(a) Rom. Cap. I. 23, 25. ; 
| | mio 
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16 [64] 
into 4 Lye, and worſhipped and ſerved the 
Creature ta) more 4 han the Creator, are for 
this (b) Cauſe, given up to Uncleanneſs, 
unto vile Affections, &c. (d) the deviſing 


of Idols w the beginning of ſpiritual For- 


nication, and the Invention of them th: 


corruption of Life; this, like an | Error 
in the firſt Concoction, diffuſed its taint 


through the whole Maſs and poiſon d the 
intellectual Oeconomy; and ſurely Rea- 
ſon, which in the firſt Inſtance of Mo- 


rality (for ſuch I call it) wilfully made 


ſo falſe a Step, was like to prove but 


an unhappy Guide in all ſubſequent Di- 
rections. And thus it was in Effect; it 


needs not the leaſt Proof. Their Poly- 
theiſm, the Notions they had of the Diſ- 
poſitions, Qualities and Tempers of their 
Pantheon, their Religion it ſelf dreſſed up 
in the Rites and Ceremonies of Worſhip, 
their public Games and ſecret Initiations, 


. (a) Nags vb wrirare, contrary, in Oppoſition to, in Ne le& of 


the Creator, which ſhould ſeem to be the fuller Senſe with Re- 

ſpect to Pagans, who did not as the Inhabitants of Samaria, fear 

the Lord and ſerve their own Gods. Kings 11. Cap. 17. v. 33 
(6) Ad ver. 24. Ne 73ro Tepiduxey avrg; 6 Oed, hc. v. 26. 
(c) Wiſdom cap. xiv. 12. 


38 


65 
| 25 ſuch; could not poſſibly furniſh any one 
Man of common Senſe and Obſervation -. 
with one Leſſon profitable to good Man- 
ners, or become a reſtraint to a corrup- 
ted evil Heart. | 


XXVI. 


THE few great Exam les, which are 
tranſmitted to us through the length of 
Heatheniſm, are no juſt Exception to 
this general Remark ; Education, a par- 


ticular Temperament, a reſentment of 


Honour, a love of Glory joined to that 
darling Paſſion, the Love of their Coun- 
try, had their Influences no doubt; 


and above all, that Philoſophy which 
taught them to improve the common 
Notions and Ideas of Reaſon might often 


engage particular Minds to the Practice 
of ſome reputed ſocial and political Vir- 
tues, for which they became Remarkable ; 
and perhaps we may be allowed to ſay 
that the Creator of the World, (who in 
| theſe times paſt ſuffered all Nations to 
F . * walk 


ee . 
ewalk in their own Ways, and nevertheleſs 
left not himſelf without Witneſs, in that be 


al 
R 
and fruitfull Seaſons, filling their Hearts |; 
t 
p 
tl 


ewith Food and Gladneſs, (Acts xIv. 16. 
17.) might allo (a) in the ſeveral Ages 
and Generations raiſe up ſome diſtinguiſh'd 
Minds, who in ſome meaſure and by a 
ſecret Impulle became the Preachers and 
even Examples of Righteouſneſs and Mo- 
rality to a wretched World; chat in this 
as well as the other they might be with- 
out Excuſe (Romans 1. 20.) as. neither 
acknowledging his Eternal Power and Good- 
neſs from the Creation of the World, nor 
the unchangeable Obligations: of Good 
and Evil from ſuch Inſtances of it be- 

fore their Eyes. Nevertheleſs allowing 
all this (which yet is more than a ftri& 
Rationaliſt will be ready to grant) with- 
out any Diminution from the brighteſt 
and moſt unſullied Character; what is it 


(a) Seldenus meminit Joannis cujuſdam Epiſcopi Euchaitenſu, 
quod is Platonis & Plutarchi falutem Chriſto diſertis precibus com- 
mendaverit, citante Tob. Pfannero Syſt. Theol. Gent. Purioris 
Gap. xX11. 5. 4. pag. 494. 1 
: | a 


| 0} a 

all to one general Scheme of Truth and 
Religion, or to a Reformation > What 
n pill this avail the Powers of natural Rea- 
fon as ſufficient to inform Mankind in 
che Rules of Virtue upon eſtabliſhed 


" Wl Principles, wiz. the Love of God and 
d the ſure hopes of a future Recompence ? 
4 Wl Socrates ld a generous and manly Soul, 
d who, upon ſome Intimations from Ar- 


chelaus of the Ionic Sect, began to lay 
5 aſide the dry and uſeleſs Purſuits after 
= I Natural Philoſophy, and turned all his 
Endeavours to the Improvement of the 
Athenians in moral Virtues, and true 
” I Polity of Life; his Example was follow- 
ed in part by his Succeſſors, but under 
great Reſerves, and a Caution very Par- 
5 tial to the receivd Theology, and the 
dread of Hemlock. If this be True (which 
is the account Antiquity furniſhes us 
1 with) the beſt and obvious Remark from 
it is this, viz. That till that Time, none 
of their thinking Heads turn'd their Stu- 
n. dies to Morality, or offered to teach it as 
| Science. To enquire into the Nature 
all B | E. 2 of 


[68] 
of the Soul of Man, to ſettle its Di- 
ſtinction from mere Matter, to urge its 
being Immaterial and Immortal, or ſome 
way or other ſurviving the Body after 
Death, to look further into a State of 
Pleaſure or Pain, and from all theſe to- 
gether, argue for the Practice of Vir- 
tue; to do this was by no means Agree- 
able to thoſe mercenary Sophiſters who 
ſet ſo high a Price upon their Inſtruct- 
ions, nor to their Dikiples who would 


never pay too dear for what they neither 


” underſtood nor cared for: Socrates had a 


better turn, and with a very few choice 
Spirits at laſt . venturd upon a new 
Track; that is, this was not thought of 
till about the Ninety fourth Olympiad, not 
till about four hundred Tears before the 
Birth of Chriſt, nor till after the total 
Captivity and Diſperſion of the Fewi/b 
Nation, not 'till the laſt of the Prophets 
and the Completion of the Canon of the 
Old Teſtament by Malachi, and little 
more than one hundred Years before the 
Verſion of the Septuagint at the deſire of 


Ptolemy 


4 _ r ” Jv 


Le 
Prolemy Philadelphus. (If that was the 
firſt Tranſlation from the Hebrew ; for 


(a) Clemens Alexandrinus, (who ſhould 


know ſomething of this Matter) ſeems to 


ſay there was one before the Times of 


Alexander.) We may perhaps have occaſion 
to remark ſomething by and by of this 
Period of Time. In the mean while let 
us return to Socrates. He had it ſeems 
from a Child (b) ſomething Divine, a ſort 
of Voice (uſually call'd his Genius) which 
5 him from doing many Things 
e deſigned, but never ſo much as once 
lirected him in any Thing. This is his 
own Account or rather Plato's for him : 
it is a very difficult Matter to account 
for this ſort of Intelligence and whether 
it was Supernatural or Peculiar to Socra- 
tes beyond the Rules and Diſcretion of 


(a) Strom. 1. 1. 288. Ariſtobulus (apud Euſebium Præp. Evang. 
XII. 7.) aſſerit, jam ante Alexandri, imo Perſarum imperium, 


| quin ue Moſis libros in Græcam linguam quamvis non adeò com- 
| mode tranſlatos fuiſſe. Citante Tobia Pfannero ubi ſupra. Cap. 
1. f. 5. pag. 15. It is ſaid by ſome that Plato read the Old 


Teſtament; if that be True, it argues ſomething of a Tranſlation - 


| before that of the 70. or elſe that he read it in the Original which 


muſt have been in Fudea it ſelf. 


00 Of 71 & dude inen Pen. Plar. Apol. 
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his own conſcious Mind; it may be uf: 
ficient | for: my preſent. Purpoſe to. obſerve 
that the Philoſopher was fully perſwaded 
all was Right, agreeable to Truth and 
Reaſon, and beſt for himſelf, whatever 
he did, when this extraordinary Circum- 
ſtance of Prohibition did not interfere; 
and this he gives for a Reaſon of his 
quiet Submiſſion under his unjuſt Sentence, 
without making uſe of thoſe Methods 
his Friends had concerted for his Eſcape; 
and yet his Reaſon and his Genius too 
left him undiſturbed in the Profeſſion and Þ 
Practice of avow'd Idolatry to the laſt, 
as they had before in the breach of at 


leaſt one branch of moral Property very 


Remarkable ; which therefore according 
to his ſtanding Rule of diſtinguiſhing, 
Socrates muſt conclude to be as Reaſo- 
nable and fit to be done as any other 
Action of Life, where the {ame Voice, Þ 
by not interpoſing left him to himſelf, 
and the Conduct of his own Judgment: 
I would not be thought by this to de- Þ 
rogate from the Merit of this venerable 
TE 1 Character; 


179 


Character; I have choſe it as the bright- 
eſt and leaſt Corrupt in all Pagan Anti- 
quity, and ſhall leave it with this Reflect- 


ſome unaccountable Intelligence or Voice 


(call it what you pleaſe) either could not 


| or (which is the fame to our Point) 


would not inform Socrates himſelf in 
Truths of ſo great Importance as the 
Being of one God, and his Worſhip ; if he 
was wavering and uncertain as to his 
hopes of a future State, even juſt before 


| his drinking the fatal Cup, as (a) at the 


beſt but a fair Chance; if his Morality 


was very Faulty in many Points, it will 


be in Vain to look for any Tg of 
| this Nature leſs Irregular among thoſe 


that went before him, or came. after 


| him; who as they little pretended to his 
Genius, did inherit leſs of his Sincerity 
and Reſolution. _—_ 


(4) Kaas d xirdvves. av T5 Gao, 3) 4 u par An. 
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Ir may ſeem perhaps upon the firſt 
Thought a generous Attempt to aſſert 
the natural Sufficiency of human Reaſon 
in matters of Religion and Morality ; 
and yet I ſhould imagin it to be worth 
while for our modern Undertakers to 
conſider, whether all this Buſtle be not Ire 
a ſort of falſe Play, an Impoſition both | tc 
upon themſelves and others. For before I |: 
they can preſent us with ſuch an Eſlay, Id 
it is neceſſary for them, either to take t 
their Pattern from the firſt Ages of the I 
World, when every Thought was the fl t 
| Reſult of pure unaſſiſted Reaſon without | i 
any Hints or traditionary Teſtimonies || \ 
from Revelation; or now at leaſt, if they . 
think better of their own Abilities, they 1 
ſhould be Impartial and well aſſured of || | 
their own natural Reaſon, that it acts 
within the Limits of its due Province, 
and — nothing from that Revela- 
jon they either deſpiſe or think Unne- 

they ter dert e tink Vane 


ceſſary. Till they have done both” or 
but one of theſe Things, they ſhould, 
methinks, be Content to leave us in the 


Quiet and acknowledged Poſſeſſion of 
t choſe Advantages we enjoy by the Re- 
1 velation of both Ieſtaments; but how can 


any Man propoſe to do either of theſe 
to any Satisfaction? To give us nothing 
but a prophane Ridicule in Exchange, is 
really Inhuman, and to bring in that 
for a Reaſon or Argument againſt Reve- 
lation, which Revelation it ſelf furniſhes 
them with, is really Ingratefull. Let 
them extoll the antient Moraliſts as much 
as they 3 and (a) collect from 
thence as fair and ample a Scheme of what 
is «uſually rerm'd natural Religion as their 
Wit and Induſtry can ſuggeſt; and yet 
they will pardon us, I hope, (ſuppoſing 
this almoſt (b) impoſſible Thing could 
be done) if we ſhould ſtill afirm, all 
| would be Inſignificant, unleſs they could 
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'| prove 
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ver was in ſome Parts or Inſtances of 1 
without a Revelation, or, ſuppoſing i 


l J 
prove. two more Thin ings as Difficult 3 
any of the reſt, viz. that the World e. 


never was without one, yet that the Hez 
thens had no Advantages from it. 'Thet 


are Facts which, wha er True or Falſe, 


maſt appear from the authentic 13 


of Antiquity. Againſt the firfl, the mer: 


Hiſtory A che Ol Teſtament, undoubt- 
edly L. molt Antient in the World, i: 
of ſufficient Authority; againſt the fe- 
cond, what has been fo often ſaid by man 
Learned Perſons of all Ages and almoſt 


Profeſſions, not only of the Progreſs of 


Letters, Arts and Sciences from Chaldza, 


Phenicia, and Egypt; and through all 
theſe from the H e to Greece; but 


alſo the plain and viſible Relation, mam 
parts of Pagan Worſhip and Theology, 


much of their antienr fable and Story, 
even to the retaining of Names; this 
Relation, I fay, to chaſe original Truts | 


recorded by Moſes and in the Books of 
Fo ua, Judges c. is an indiſpurabl: 7 


Memorial; 


75 5 
Memorial and I muſt leave it to che 
judgment of every impartial Mind to 
conſider whether they who retained ſome 
Knowledge of the hiſtorical Truths of 
che Old Teſtament (whether by Tradi- 
tion or any other way is not Material) 
could be abſolutely unacquainted with 
the Moral and reveal'd, which have ſo 
great a Connection and Dependence up- 
on one another; I confeſs both were mi- 
i ſerably depraved „ and corrupted from 
ſe- cheir firſt Purity, but this is a further 
ny WW Inſtance of the Weakneſs of natural Rea- 
lt © ſon, and a neceſſity of Revelation. 
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ut 1 have already obſerved that (a) Socra- 
ny ies was the Father of moral Philoſophy 
„among the Greeks, all before him turning 
7, their Studies wholly ro Phyſics, Arche 
uM /aus excepred, from whom Socrates re- 


hs | ceived his firſt hints. Archelaus, no 


e O neee rn ci dite „„ 
1 of Queſtion, 


Queſtion, had looked better into it than 
thoſe before him, and endeavoured to 
fix upon a Principle of Reflection bene. 
ficial to Mankind, and of firm Ule in 
Life; and yet the beſt, it ſeems, his 
Reaſon could think of was, viz. (a) tha 7* 
right and wrong were determined not of 
by Nature but Law, according as dif. U 
ferent Communities and Legiſlators ſhould Ki 
declare by poſitive Inſtitutions, without * 
Regard to any other Original. This has 
indeed much of the Politician in it with 
Regard to ſocial and public Life, but 
very little of the Moraliſt. We have no 

at Reaſon_to think any before him I 

better Notions than theſe, becauſe {t 
none of them thought it worth much 
Study and Enquiry, Allowing there- E 
fore to Socrates his due Character, any b 
one by reflecting upon the Time he lived ; 
in, and comparing it with thoſe Epocha's i e 
and Tranſactions mentioned above, with 
the Conſequences which muſt of Neceſ- 


n Me Tra g 73 age Go Odogs Ah Ne. Diog. Lact 
Ub. 11. 11. 17. Vid etiam Bayle in Voce. ſe 
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ſity attend them, will find it a Difficult 
Matter to imagin it poſſible for a Wiſe, 
inquiſitiv e and conſiderate Heathen not 
to improve his common Notions from 
the Moſaic Law, the political State of the 
eus, and in general, from the writings 
of the Old Teſtament. And this is the 
Uſe I would further make of that remar- 
kable Inſtance of Time and Story hinted 
at a little above. 5 


XXIX. 


off THE nearer we come down to the 
m Times of the Incarnation, the greater 
CW till is chis Probability. The Succeſſors 
hof Alexander the Great, in Egypt and the 
Fat, opened the ways of Communication 
v0 their continual Wars with one ano- 
cher; thoſe parts of the World were then 
„e ſpecially a Scene of continued Action, 
hand Judæa by an unhappy Situation, was, 
. IJ it were the Partition between two 
great contending Powers, which kept 
chem aſunder, and accordingly felt _—_ 
| - whe 
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and followed the Fortune of the Field: 
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ige or the falſe Friendſhip of both, 


che number of the Fews ſettled at Alex- 
andria (where they had Privileges : equal 
to the moſt favoured Inhabitants,) is No- 
rorious; ſo is the Tranſlation of the 
Old Teſtament commonly called the 
Sentuagint; and were not the Heathen 
Hiſtorians ſilent in the Affairs of that 


Nation even to contempt and Affecta 


tion, and themſelves moſt wretched Hiſto- 


rians, we ſhould no doubt have heard of 
their Colonies and Commerce in Afi 


too. At laſt Rome ſwallowed up all, and 
brought from Greece and Aſia with their 


Laurels, the Arts and Letters and Luxu- 
ry of both. Philoſophy till then was 2 


mere Stranger there; that ſolemn People 


had hitherto lived as it were, upon com- 


mon Notices, ſupported by a native 
Temperance, and Diſcipline truly Roman; 
and always happy in a Succeſſion of great 


Men which never failed them from the | 
| Expulſion of their Kings if there was | 
any Thing; that lookt like Enthuſiaſm, it 


was 


Fw) 
was the Love of their Country, and the 
ſcalouty ouly of their Arms. They had no Ly- 
um or Academy, no Porticus or Garden, 
to divert them from the Barr or the 
field, which divided the Public purſuits 
of the whole Communiry. Theſe were 
their Arts, When in Revenge for their 
Triumphs, Aſia gave them Luxury, and 
Greece Philoſophy. The latter pitches 
upon the Muſe of Lucretius to debauch 
their ſtubborn Virtue, and ſoften them 


Y= 

into Epicures; and when a little after, all 

che Jarring Syſtems of the ſeveral Sects 
d come to be explained, ſet in Order, and 

ir argued by the greateſt Wit and Capacity 

EI chat Rome or all Antiquity could ever 

J boaſt of, how in the very Principles of 

le all, does his inimitable Pen conclude ? 

+} He is loſt in the Maze of his own dif- 

e ferent Reaſonings, Cotta triumphs, and 
; Cicero is little EE than an Atheiſt: 

a Reaſon was his Rule through the whole 

e Enquiry, and whatever way he turned it, 

x threw him upon ſufficient Evidence to 


| diſcover Miſtake and unbecoming Ab- 


ſurdities, 


. Ta _- 
ſutdities, but could 80 no fur ner, there 
ſtopt, and left him in the Dark, diſpu- 
ting againſt all and believing none. Res- 
for: by her own Light could diſcover hoy 
far each Principle was Falſe; but all the 
Light ſhe had could never be able to fix 
upon any one that was true. And | 
ſhould think that if that great Man could 
have found any Thing more Satisfactory 
than thoſe nugatory Whimſies which there 
ſo well expoſe one another, he would 
aſſuredly have propoſed it in a Work 
where he treats ex profeſſo of the very 
firſt Foundations of all Philoſophy and 
Morality ; he would have abandoned 
his beloved Academy, and become a Dog- 
mat iſt Rn 


XXX, 


 NeveRTHELESS in the midſt of thi 
Jargon I very willingly own many great 
Inſtances of good Manners and politica 
Virtue, eſpecially among the Romans for 
the firſt four or five Centuries ; but then 
| EE: 1 | this 
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811 
this was by no, means owing (4s has been 
already hinted) to the Principles of com- 
mon Philoſophy, or any Thing that went 
by che name of Religion among them. 
and ch 


The firſt was Unſound, e aft 
like the Objects of their Adorations, a- 


bominable. Ir proceeded chiefly from the 


neceſſary Influence thoſe Virtues had up- 
on the Welfare of the State, and from 
that inſatiable Love of Glory and Em- 
pire, all of them were poſſeſſed with. In 
ſhort their Virtue was rather Political than 
Moral, and ſo far they were regarded by 
the over-ruling Providence of God; (a) 
had they not attained this extent of Em- 
pire and Glory, thoſe good Arts by which 
they endeavoured to gain it, would have 


(a) Si neque hanc ejus terrenam gloriam excelſiſſimi imperii con- 
cederet, non redderetur merces bonis artibus eorum, id eſt, vir- 


| -ery find Remark, I coiild net forbear inſerting it at its full Ter 4 
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failed of their Reward. Thus they pre- 


ferr'd the Public to all private Affairs, 
and choſe to enrich the public Treaſury 


rather than their own Coffers. They con- 
ſulted the public Weal with a diſintereſted 
and impartial Freedom, and were equally 
carefull of offending againſt the Laws of 
the State and the rules of Temperance. 
By theſe Arts they ſtrove for Honour, 
Empire and Glory, for this they are re- 
ſpected in all Nations, and are to this 
day Glorious in the Records of Hiſtory 
and Learning ; they were mere Virtues 
of State, and as ſuch they had their Re- 
ward. Add to theſe, if you think fit, 
ſome remains of Nature kept up in the 
ſeveral Ages of the World by the ſignal 
Providence of the great Creator, that 
there might not be an univerſal Stagna- 
tion of all Good in Practice and Princip: 
both; till about the time of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's coming into the World, having 
reached its utmoſt Maturity and made 
its laſt Advances, it became one con- 
ſiderable Branch of that known Ex 
| „ preſſion 
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preſſion in scripture; the fulneſs of 


Time. 
XXXI. 


cannot forbear obſerving one Thing 
more upon this Occaſion, and that is 
concerning P e He is generally 
laid to be the firſt among the Greeks, 
who taught the Immortality of the Soul; 
this, with moſt of that Knowledge he 
vas afterwards ſo Famous for, he brought 
with him in his return from the Eaſt, 
where he was the Scholar of Zoroaſtres, 
W If che firſt who taught this Doctrine among 
he the Heathen. It has been a great Dil- 
an Pute among the Learned, who this Zo- 
* roaſtres was, and in what time he lived. 
But the Learned Dr. Prideaux has con- 
1 vincingly proved that he was at firſt a 
en Jew both by Religion and Nation, (a) 
f that he was a Servant of the Prophet 
ade ¶ Daniel, and learnt from that great Maſter 


(a) Connection of Sacred and Prophane Hiſtory, Part 1. Book 
4. from pag. 2 12. to 230. Edit. 8yo. | 
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| all that Knowledge in Sacred and Pro- 


phane Things, which afterwards he ſo 


effectually made Uſe of to eſtabliſh his 
Impoſture in the Perſian Empire. P/. 


thagoras acted the ſame Part in the Ve, 
and was a zealous Imitator of his Maſter 


in thoſe Arts, which are proper to raiſe 


a greater Veneration from the People ; 
but as one Impoſtor, though he borrow: 


from another the Maſter-lines of his Pro- 


ject, allows himſelf however a liberty of 
Variation in little Articles, fo alſo did 
Pythagoras. Zoroaftres delivered the Dot 
rine of the Souls Immortality pure and 
unmixed as he received it from the Fews, 


Pythagoras, having no Notion of a ſepa- 


rate Exiſtence, turns it fyto a ridiculous 
Tranſmigration. He who firſt taught 
this Principle of Morality among the 
Heathen, was Zoroaſtres in the Eaſt, the 
firſt who brought it into Greece and Itah 
from thence was Pythagoras. Could hc 
have been ſatisfied with teaching this im. 
portant Truth as he found it, it would 
have been well. But that weak and 

OCW 
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treacherous Reaſon which was unable at 
frſt to diſcover this Truth, loads it with 


idle fabulous Abſurdities, making the Soul 


an Eternal Vagrant through an everlaſt- 
ing. variety of Body. Here I muſt re- 
ferr the Curious and Inquiſitive, (thoſe 
eſpecially ro whom theſe Thoughts are 
chiefly addrefſed) ro that incomparable 
Author mentioned above, not only for 
full Satisfaction in the curious Story of 


Zoroaſtres, but alſo in that _— 


Connection and Series of Hiſtory through 


the whole. As it is deſervedly eſteemed 
the. beſt Compoſition our Age has produ- 
ced, and more in hand than any other 
Book wharioever ; ſo I cannot but per- 
ſuade my ſelf, that thoſe Gentlemen 
(who by their Education and Capacity are 


beſt. able to judge of that infinite Maſs 


of Tranſactions there to be met with, 
ranged in ſo clean Order, ſuch Perſpicut- 
ty and chronological Exactneſs,) be they 


never ſuch Enemies to Revelation, will 
find a Demonſtration of the Truth and 
even Divinity of the Old Teſtament, not 
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only from the many Prophecies, reſpect. 


ing different Ages and Nations, ſo ex- 
actly fulfilled, but from that very Con- 
nection of Sacred and Prophane Story, 


which is there ſo well laid together. But 


to return from this, I hope, not unne- 


ceſſary Digreſſion. 


XxXXII 


„ | 

IT appears from theſe ſhort Hints no 
ealy Matter to determin how far natural 
Reaſon can proceed in the diſcovery even 
of moral Truth; becauſe no Man can 


tell how far Reaſon has had the Aſſiſt- 


ance of Revelation in it. And therefore 
a very Learned Author has obſerved up- 
on this Subject, that (a) though it be ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed that human Reaſon could 
diſcover the more common and obvious Princi- 
ples of Morality contained in the Scripture, 


yer it is more probable that it could not 


have diſcovered moſt of them, if we may 


(a) Dr. Fenkins, &c. 


5 judge 
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judge by the groſs Abſurdities to be found 
in the beſt Syſtems of heathen. 1, 0 
They are Notorious not only in the 


Practice of the moſt civilized and polite 


Nations, but in their moſt famous Law- 
givers. Eyen thoſe Moraliſts, who lived 
ſomewhat after the Incarnation, are tain- 
ted with it; and yet it is certain that 
then they began to review their Plans, 


and were inſtructed from the Doctrines 
and Converſe of the firſt Chriſtians (for 


it is Impoſſible they could be unacquain- 


ted either with the Perſons of many of 
them, or with what they ſo regularly 
taught and lived) to ſpeak at leaſt, and 
dictate more conſiſtently in many Points 
out of a conſcious Jealouſy of their own 
Weakneſs, and the others Excellencies ſo 
far above them; and thus by a prepoſte- 


rous Diſingenuity borrowed from the 


Chriſtian to continue Pagans and Idola- 


ters with a better Grace. Seneca is often 
Splendide mendax. Abundat dulcibus vitiis 
is as juſt a Criticiſm upon his Morals as 


his Style. Antoninus, Plutarc, and Epictu- 
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„ 
tus have a like judgment paſſed upon 
them by many Learned and good Men, 
who yet ſtudied them not to expoſe their 
Blemiſhes; but they are too Remarkable 
to a Chriſtian's Eye, to be unobſerved e- 
ven in running: and to ſay no more, all 
in General who were any thing Famous 
either for a Laconic ſententious Morality 
ſuch as Epictetus, Antoninus and others 
much more Antient, or for compoſing 
regular Treatiſes ſuch as Cicero, Seneca 
and Plutarc, were ſtil] open, profeſt and 
zealous Idolaters, the Leaders of the com- 
mon Herd of Pagans. The whole Sect 


of the Stoics (the moſt IIluſtrious of all 


Antiquity) approved of Self-murder in 
many Inſtances. Inſomuch that it would 
be Excuſable to ſuſpect, that licentious 
Wits took their firſt occaſion from hence 
to ſay, that Religion was only the Poli- 
ticians Tool, a ſtate Engine to which 
moral Laws and Diſtinctions became only 
a variable Appendix, not ſo much to be 
directed from Reaſons of Nature, as the 
more urgent Reaſons of State. Such 870 

ane 
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. 
and abominable Polytheiſm being only 
Proper to make the inquiſitive Infidels, 
and the ignorant Superſtitious. 


XXXIII. 


Taz Doctrine of one Supreme, Infi- 
nitely Perfect and Good Being is the 
4) Principle and Foundation of all mo- 
ral Truth. If human Reaſon was un- 
able of it ſelf ro diſcover many of the 
more common and obvious Principles, it was 
ſtill leſs able to diſcover with any cer- 
tainty, that upon which thoſe common 
Principles depend. The beſt way to de- 
termine whether this be ſo or not, is by 
Appeal to fact and Experience; theſe are 
to be brought from Pagan Antiquity, 
and in ſtrictneſs cannot indeed be brougnt 
from any Thing elſe. Thither I have 
appealed, and that ſays, human Reaſon 
could do neither to any manner of Re- 
gularity or Satisfaction. 


(a) The firſt Commandment, | 


XxXXIV. 
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Bur it may further be ſaid, that eve 
ral very Learned Men have now at lu 
given us the Principles and Delineations i 
the Religion of Nature, with great Perſpi 

cuity and a fort of Geometrical Exad 
neſs, and eſpecially the late Mr. Wollafin 
As farr as this may concern the preſent 
Subject, I beg leave to offer a few Con 
fiderations. 

FIRST, the chief Deſign af theſe Au 
thors is to ſhow the practical Libertin 
and Debauchee how much he acts beloy 

the Dignity of his Species, and the Idea 
of Reaſon in a Riot of Senſuality anc 
Injuſtice, wherein he confounds himſe 
and that neceſſary Relation he bears 1 
Truth, and the World of Beings that 
are about him. 

SECONDLY, in all their Ivo of Ar. 
gument they ſtill pay their deference uin 
Revelation, and acknowledge its Superio 


rity; and would only by this natural 11 
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thod and a Train of Arguments proper, 
ly ad Hominem invite him firſt to tha 
Reaſon of a Man, and then to the Reli- 
Jon of a Chriſtian. Their Schemes are 
by no means urged either as ſufficient of 
themſelves, or oppoſite to the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, but wholly Subſervient to 
that. The laſt mentioned Author in par- 
Iucular, lays this down as the great Law 
of Nature, or natural Religion, or rather 
of the Author of Nature, viz. that every 
intelligent Active and free Being (ſuch as 
Auhc has proved Man to be) fold ſo be- 
tin he himſelf as by no Act to contradict 
Truth ; or that he ſhould treat every Thing 
os being what it is. (See Sect. 1. Prop. 
XI.) That to att according to right Reaſon, 
nd according to Truth are in effect the 
ſame Thing. (SeCt. 3. Prop. x.) After- 
ards, and in Conſequence of theſe Pro- 
poſitions (when he has given us a beaurifull 
ArWTrain of Arguments to prove the Im- 
: Vifmorraliry of the Soul in a ſtrength of 
rio Reaſon and Philoſophic Eloquence ſcarce 
vesto be equalled in all Antiquity, and 
hol 5 with 
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in this ſtrict agu Philoſopher) j beine 
very ſenſible how much he wants a Guide 
he obviates the leaſt Prejudice that might 


8 Sd". — Rr 


true Religion, by giving this Remark 


2 — — K — 


uit h the higheſt Regard, believed and obey: 


=" - * 
3 


e Sect.» 1x. Prop. VIII. paß, 211.) 
Words believed and obeyed are abſolute) 


out of any natural Scheme or Delines 


Truth and Excellency of the Chriſtian 


[ 92 ] 
with a Ts and Energy ſo truly Chriſt: 
ian, that it breaks out and ſhines even 


be taken from his Delineation to any other 


once for all, viz. whatſoever is imme- 
diately revealed from God, muſt, as well 
as any Thing elſe, be treated as being what 
it is : which cannot be, if it is not treatel 


and I will venture to ſay, that thoſe two 


tion whatever. 
THIRDLY, as they acknowledge the 


Diſpenſation, ſo alſo do they write (more 
than Plutarc or Seneca could poſſibly do 
under the Benefits of that Diſpenſarion 
in plain moral Truths and Delineations 0 
Nature; for it is a Miſtake to think tha 
Revelation has always for its Subjec 

5 1 thing 


Too]. 
thin 5 Incomprehenſible ; the very Word 
it ſelf in a critical View carries not that 
ldea with it, but is rather any Know- 
ledge extraordinarily communicated to 
any by God : moral Truths in their wm 
Nature not only may be, bur really are 
the proper Subject of Revelation as it 
contains a body of divine Laws and In- 
ſtructions for Man's obſervance. And 
therefore a very Learned Author (a) a- 
bove cited who has treated of this Sub- 
ject with great variety of Learning and 
Exactneſs, has obſerved, © that Things 
© once diſcovered ſeem Obvious and 
© eaſy, which Man would never have 
© diſcovered of himſelf; and this is eſ- 
pecially the Caſe of moral Truths, 
which are ſo agreeable ro Reaſon, that 
© they may ſeem the natural Productions 
© of it, though a contrary Cuſtom and 
Inclination and the Subtilty of Satan 
© working upon a depraved Nature, might 
perhaps have made it Difficult, if not 


* 


wo 


* 


( a) Fenkins ubi ſupra. the Reaſonableneſs and certainty of the 
Chriſtian Religion, Part 1. pag. 423. ; 3 
Im- 
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may, if you pleaſe, comprehend them 


L 
t impoſſible to diſcover many of 50 k 
*:winch are now the moſt e common and on 
£//Familiar to us. at 
„ FOURTHLY, however it may be wel W 
or allowed that the Light of natural Rea 
fon may lead a Man to confeſs a God, IIe 
think (a) no Light of Nature extends {NN 
farr as to declare the Will and true Wor- er 
ſhip of that God; ſo farr therefore as the th 
W if of God and his true Worſhip arc un 
a part of Morality (and they are no ch 
doubt a very great part of it) fo far muſt 
they be the Subject of Revelation. Youſ 


within the Delineations of natural Reli- 
gion, and the compaſs of Reaſon; but 
then let it be ſo, not ſo much Peta mere 
Reaſon could originally make the Diſcove 
ry, but becauſe after the Diſcovery by 
Revelation, the ſame Reaſon acknow-? 
ledges them to be agreeable to it {lf 


? 
this as it makes it acceptable fo God | 
| 


making it allo a reaſonable Service. Rom. 


XII. 1. 


(a) . Bacon s An of human Learning lib. 3. cap. 7 
FIP T HTV, | 


1 


d 


WY 
_ FirTHLY, I don't know whether any 
one, who denies the Neceſſity of Reve- 
ation, has ever ventured to preſent the 
World with any moral Scheme of his 
own in order to rectify or fill up whar 
he finds amiſs, ſuperfluons or wanting 
in the Goſpel of Chriff, or in Fatt pre- 


rend to the leaſt Equality. As high as 


they carry their own Conceits, in this 
they dare not appeal to others, where 
the Reaſon of every plain honeſt under- 
ſtanding Chriſtian will expoſe them as 
wretched Plagiaries or impious vile Ca- 
villers. What others, and eſpecially Biſhop 
Wilkins, and that very Learned Gentle- 
man Mr. Mollaſton, have obliged the World 
with concerning the Principles and Delinea- 
tions of natural Religion, they have no- 
thing to do with, but upon ſuch Terms 
AS 45 will very hardly comply with. 
They muſt with them acknowledge the 
Advantages and Superiority of revealed 
Religion even in moral Truths; they 
muſt with them (and which would, I am 
afraid, be of much harder Digeſtion) ac- 
. - knowledge 


= od 96 ] 
knowledge , allo other reveald 
Truths, which: — a Revelation coul 
never have enter d into the Heart of Ma 
to conceive, and after Revelation ar 
properly My ſterious and Incomprehenſ. 
ble. This would bring in a Trinity 
. in the Godhead, the , Hypoſtati 
Union, the Satisfaction of Chriſt, the Re 
ſurreffion of the ſame Body, and the fond 
Fudgment of the World by the Man Chrij 
Jeſus; but this would be to captivat 
their Underſtanding to the dominion 0 
Faith, to be led in Triumph and to be 
lieve in God; a hard ſay ying ! and ho 
can Reaſon, har buſy * of thi 
World, bear that: 

_ _ $S1xTHLY, I deſire this alſo may be con 
fidered which Mr Wollaſton = (Sed. 
III. pag. 59.) concerning the principal 
Pp ef Error: the 6 of peek: 
avant of Faculties, when Men pretend # 
judge of Things above them, and other 
deny what there is the higheſt Reaſon 1 
believe, only becauſe they cannot comprehen 
it. This is undoubradly 2 ſource of Ef 
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[99] - 
tor which appears more or lefs in all In- 
ſtances of Life and Degrees of human 
Capacity; it is a Compoſition of Pride 
and Obſtinacy, built upon the Ruins of 
fallen Nature, and Man's firſt Innocence: 
it contradicts every Truth, and treats 
nothing as being what it is, and therefore 
becomes really Unnatural in matters of 
plain Fact and Speculation alſo : how 
then can that whack is a Principle of ſo 
much Error in every Thing, be depend- 
ed upon as a Rule in any Thing: Surely 
the ſame conſcious Modeſty which aſſures 
every Man (a) how hardly he gueſſes a- 
right at Things that are upon Earth, and 
with Labour fmds the Things that are be- 
fore him, may convince him, that the 
Things that are in Heaven, none can ſearch 
out, or (b) know the Counſel of God, ex- 
cept he give Wiſdom, and ſend his Holy 
Spirit from above. - 

LasTLY, I cannot perſuade my {elf 
but there is ſomething Suſpicious (more 


(a) Wiſdom Cap. 1x. v. 16, 17. 
(b) Zan; *A&y 5,05 &7 1515 To To; ep: Oed AY⁰. J. Mart. de 
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Truth, will they diſtinguiſh upon us and 
is all the Good. of the former, abſtracted 


larged with greater Advantages and full 


Stoics or in a beaſtly Cynic, and mult it 


98 | 


. has yet been mentioned) in this 


great Deference which ſo many pay to 


1 
what is termed natural Religion. This : 


5 Reſpect then is either Real or Counterfeit; 


if Real, they would do well to find out iſ © 
one Injunction in Chriſt's Religion difa- 
greeable to any Principle in Nature: Since c 
one is allowed by them to be Good, why 

muſt the other be rejected becauſe tis 
better > Why, ſince they acknowledge 
their Duty as Men, in the purſuit of 
Happineſs by the Prattice of Reaſon and 


oh the latter 


deny it as Chriſtians, althoug 


from all its Evil and Imperfections, en- 


certainty? Has not lowing of Enemies 
more Humanity in it, than allowed Re- 
venge, the expoſing of Infants, and human 
Sacrifices to Devils? Is Self=denial ſo 
much applauded in a few Moroſe vain 


loſe the Name of Virtue when practiſed 
„ | upon 


1 


upon Principles Chriſtian and Divine? 


Are there no Graces in Humility, and 
that Meekneſs of Heart which the Heathen 


underſtood ſo little of, that what they 
call by that Name is a Vice rather than 
a Virtue? Or is there nothing in the 
Comforts and Neceſſity of Evangelical 
Repentance, the very firſt Word of Chrift's 
and his Apoſtles preaching > A Duty fo 
little known, nn 

mong the Heathen in any religious Senſe, 
that (a) one of the moſt learned Men 


of this Age, and of r Reading, 


has obſerved ſomewhere that he cannot 
remember an Inſtance in Antiquity of 
any one recommending himſelf to the 
Favour of the Gods upon his Death-bed 
by Confeſſion and Repentance, or asking 
Pardon for his Sins. In ſhort, let them 
ask themſelves, if they are in earneſt, 


whether ſuppoſing the Religion of Chriſt 


in its Circle of Virtues human, Social 
and Divine, to be larger and more Com- 


pleat than any other, whether, I fay, 


Mr. Bayls in voce Zia or Zea. 


„* th 
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derſtood, or practiſed a- 
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the Example and Authority of the Law 

giver, the force and Efficacy of Divine 

Love, the ſtrength of Faith, an aſſured 
Hope, and the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit of God are not ſufficient to give 
the Preference in our choice firſt, and 
from thence in our Obedience. 

Bur if they are in Jeſt, and what 
they call natural Religion, is juſt what 
they pleaſe in every Caſe and Occaſion, 
it, as (a) in thoſe Days when there was 
no King in Iſrael, they chooſe every Man 
fo do that which is Right m his own Eyes, 

, and to live without God in the World, 
as in the Caſe of Myſteries we cannot 
allow them ſo refined a Taſte as to be 
the fixt Standard of common Reaſon, 
neither can we in this give them any 

great Pretences to common Prudence and 
Civility; they muſt be left to the Charity 
of that Religion they deſpiſe, and the 
Contempt of that Reaſon they ſo wretch- 


| edly boaſt of. 


(a) Judges XX1. 25. 


XXXV. 


10 
XXXV. 


I Have now brought the Argument as 
ar as I deſigned, without applying it ro 
particular Debates or controverted Points 
among us. That muſt be left to abler 
Heads and more willing Minds, or to 
the Thoughts of thoſe who may have 
the Patience to run over this ſhort Eſſay, 
which muſt of Neceſſity ſuggeſt ſome ; 
ind I had much rather they ſhould come 
in from a general Conſideration of what 
„ Is now offered, than any further Deſigna- 
ion of my own. A very {mall Acquain- 
nce with Men and Letters (ſuch as I 
an but ſcarce pretend to) and the uſual 
opics of Diſcourſe running too much 
ly his way, are a ſufficient Apology for 
d Iny one if he endeavours to form ſome 
hing in the view of Reaſon and Nature 
or his own private Satisfaction, and by 
mich he may vindicate that Faith which 
e profeſſes againſt thoſe whoſe. delight is 
attack it Bis way. This I have at- 
empted in a ſort of Hiſtorical 2 

=” | : TnCc 


L 
the beſt way to convince a ſincere inqui- 
ſitive Mind, what Impotent and frail 
creatures Men are. This is a Glaſs in 
which every one may behold his natura 
Face without Flattery, and with ſo much 

Force, that it muſt be hard for him to 
| for et what manner of Man be is, He 
will find in the Circle of this lower 

Syſtem, this Court of the Gentiles, : 
variety ſufficient not only to try his Strength, 
but baffle and confound it, without in- 
vading the Sanctum Santtorum, the Adyr, 
of the moſt high God in the complic} 
ted Myſtery of Man's Redemption; for | 

_ Myſtery it will remain maugre all th 

efforts of Reaſon either in explaining o 
diſputing it away. It can be no Diſpa- 
ragement to the beſt human Capacity wo 
know its own Limits, to act and ' think 
under a poſſibility of Miſtake in man 
Things, and an utter Ignorance in more. 
Moral Evil and its Conſequences are 
Myſtery of Iniquity which each Man's Ex 
perience too much informs him of; by 
as no Man's Reaſon could, I think, ev: 
= fatisf 
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arisfy him without a Revelation how it 
came firſt into the World, conſiſtent. 
vith infinite Goodneſs, neithei could the 
joint Powers of Reaſon and all created 
Nature ever have made or ſo much as 
thought of a proper Satisfaction for it 
to conſiſtent with infinite Juſtice. This is 
1 that Grace and Truth which alone came 
er Jeſus Chriſt, and which the Angels de- 
ire to look into, but cannot comprehend. 
Surely then Man, a paſſionate, Low, em- 
bodied Spirit, for whoſe fake alone all 
JV" his Labour of Love is, and theſe Won- 
ers are prepared, ſhould pay ſo much 
reference to the Declarations of infinite 
tex iſdom and Goodneſs, as to eſteem that 
Ane beſt in Practice and moſt reaſonable 
(pa; Belief, which comes recommended to 
J "Sim by clear Revelation and divine Au- 
hink hority ; ſuch as will repair the Ruins of 
1NFis Fall, and inſtruct him to know God 
10nd himſelf as he. ought 3 ſuch as will 
UC Wive him ſo much Gratitude and Humi- 
Fi as to be thankfull for thoſe adorable 
; bucrnes of Mercy he has open'd ro us, 
ev 0 and 
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and content to ſto 21 a vain Curioſity when 
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Faith by pretending to know too much 
as of a good Conſcience by practiſing rod 


| ing ſufficient for his Happineſs and Sal. 
vation, if (a) Chriſt dwells in his Hear 


with all Saints, what is the Breadth, and 
Length, and Depth, and Height, "as knou 
the Love of Chrift, which paſſeth Know 
ledge, if he is firſt rooted and grounded i 
Love; the Love of God who ſent hi 
Son to dye for us. In this Contempls 


and Strength of Parts are uſeleſs, the 


and in that EY are like the Manu 
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God has cloſed Proſp ect; for it 3 
as eaſy to make Shipwrack LE: a ſour 


little. Kon Chriſtian has Underſtand: 


by Faith, and may be able to comprehend 


tion all Diſtinctions of human Capacit) 
are ſwallowed up in the fulneſs of Gol 


in the Wilderneſs, where (b) he that ga- 
thered much, had nothing over, and he tht 


gathered little, had no lack. (c) When 


then is the Wiſe, where is the Scribe, wher 
is the Diſputer of this World ? Hath mi 


) Epheſ. In. 17, 18, 19. (6) Exod. xvi. 18. (c) 1 Cor. 1. 20, Ul. 
= Gol 
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God 


„ made Fooliſh the Wiſdom o 


Fa} 


= this World? 

ath he not plainly manifeſted chat the 
ſorld by all its Wiſdom did not ob- 
in a 2 — Knowledge of the true 
od, by the light of Nature? Is not 
is ſaving Knowledge given to Faith? 
hat can be plainer than theſe Words 
o St. Paul? After that in the Wiſdom of 
God (the Works of his Creation and 
rovidence) the World by Wiſdom knew 
ft God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of 
Preaching to ſave them that believe : (a) 
God reſolving in Chriſt to bring Man- 
© kind to their laſt Happineſs by Faith, 
and not by Knowledge, that fo the 
weakeſt among Men may have their 
way to Bleſſedneſs open. And certain 
it is that many weak Men believe 
© them ſelves into Heaven, and many over- 
knowing Chriſtians loſe their Way 
© thither, while they will believe no 
more than they can clearly know. 
And this is it, (b) as the ſame Lear- 


a) Laud againſt Fiſher. pag. 106. 
(6) Laud ubi ſupra pag. tun 
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la — ae Dame oa 
'B 2 vo! who! -ſtanditig® high 
410 Opinion. af their own 'Wiſd wi 
believe nothing, but chat which is ir- 
5 «refagably areal from ratiohal Princi- 
ples. For as Chriſt requires 4 Denial of 
2 Man's Jelj, that: he may be able to fol- 
©. low him; ſo as great a part as- any of 
© this Denial of his whole-ſelf (for ſo i 
* . mut be) is the Denial of his Under- 
c ſtanding, and the compoſing of the 
5 une quiet ſearch of this Grand I nquifitor 
© into the Secrets of him that 5 it; 
8 and the overruling the doubrfulnels 
£ of it by che Fervency of the Will 
Ut ipſd fade valentiores falt _ credi 
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